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A  Population  Study  of  1870-CC  Quarters 

by 

Leonard  Augsburger 


The  1870-CC  quarter  has  long  been  recognized  as  the  key  date  in  the  Seated 
quarter  series.  Although  it  is  well  known  for  its  rarity,  no  detailed  population  data  has 
ever  been  presented  for  this  date.  For  several  years  now  I  have  recorded  the  sale  of 
all  1870-CC  quarters  that  I  have  encountered,  searching  through  Coin  World  ads, 
auction  catalogues,  fixed  price  listings  and  online  auction  sales.  Furthermore,  I  have 
consulted  Rome's  and  Krause's  auction  prices  realized  to  cover  all  auction  appear- 
ances since  1 972. 1  also  requested  information  on  individual  coins  in  collector  hands 
from  LSCC  members  in  Issue  #78  of  the  journal.  My  objective  was  to  describe  all 
known  1870-CC  quarters  in  as  much  detail  as  possible  in  order  to  list  all  known 
examples  of  this  rarity.  With  a  surviving  population  of  perhaps  50  to  75  coins,  this 
project  will  require  additional  study  as  examples  continue  to  appear  on  the  market. 
In  the  meantime,  I  am  presenting  my  findings  to  encourage  club  members  to  report 
any  additional  examples  of  this  date  that  they  encounter. 

By  far  the  finest  known  1 870-CC  quarter  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen  that  has  been 
graded  NGC  MS-64.  The  current  owner  of  the  piece  believes  that  this  coin  first 
appeared  at  auction  in  the  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  sale  of  the  Major  William  Boerum 
Wetmore  collection  in  June  1906.  The  Chapmans  described  the  coin  as  "Semi-proof; 
slightly  hair  marked.  The  finest  we  have  seen".  It  is  not  known  how  long  Major 
Wetmore  owned  the  coin  but  it  is  likely  that  he  kept  it  well  hidden  for  an  extended 
period  of  time.  A  somewhat  lurid  picture  of  Wetmore's  life  emerges  from  a  longstanding 
alimony  dispute  that  was  covered  in  the  New  York  Times.  Wetmore  was  born  about 
1850  in  China  to  Samuel  Wetmore  and  Sarah  Taylor  Wetmore.  He  began  collecting 
as  a  child  around  1860,  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1872  and  served  in  the  militia 
until  1876.  After  returning  home  to  New  York,  Wetmore  married  Annette  B.  around 
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1881 .  They  had  three  children  and  he  separated  from  his  wife  in  1889.  Wetmore's 
father  had  accumulated  a  fortune  as  an  importer  from  China  and  it  seemed  that 
William  was  somewhat  reliant  upon  money  inherited  from  his  father.  This  money  was 
held  in  trust  and  administered  by  his  mother  after  the  elder  Wetmore  died  in  1885. 
,  In  1 890,  William  started  a  legal  battle  with  his  wife  by  claiming  in  court  that  she  had 
not  honored  the  separation  agreement,  under  which  terms  he  was  required  to  pay 
$5000  in  alimony  per  year  while  being  awarded  visitation  of  one  day  per  week  with 
his  children.  She  retaliated  in  later  court  appearances  by  accusing  him  of  intoxication 
and  of  treating  her  brutally  during  visitation.  In  1 892  Annette  won  an  absolute  divorce, 
winning  $3000  a  year  in  alimony  and  another  $3000  per  year  in  child  support.  William 
seemed  determined  to  not  pay  a  cent  of  the  1892  settlement.  Annette  later  won  a 
judgment  attaching  the  income  from  the  Wetmore  trust  fund.  William  filed  for 
bankruptcy  in  1899  and  contended  that  his  bankruptcy  discharge  cancelled  any 
indebtedness  for  alimony. 

The  circumstances  of  the  bankruptcy  are  suspicious.  In  1892  the  Times  reported 
that  most  of  Major  Wetmore's  property  is  believed  to  have  been  placed  where  his 
mother  would  have  it  in  her  control.  It  was  reported  in  1896  that  Wetmore's  assets 
included  an  estate  of  $200,000  and  the  income  from  $100,000  held  in  trust  for  him. 
It  seems  that  Wetmore  tried  to  hide  most  of  his  assets  through  his  mother,  with  whom 
he  lived  following  his  divorce.  No  doubt  his  coin  collection  was  among  these  assets. 
According  to  the  Chapman  brothers'  catalogue  of  1906,  Wetmore  acquired  his  1804 
dollar  in  1878  and  held  it  for  nearly  thirty  years,  confirming  that  at  least  part  of  his 
collection  was  held  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy  proceedings.  Attorney  and  LSCC 
member  James  Gray  has  speculated  that  bankruptcy  courts  in  that  era  may  have 
reserved  certain  properties  from  forfeiture  in  1900. 

William  Wetmore  died  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey  on  March  24,  1919.  His  death 
certificate  lists  his  profession  as  retired  army  officer,  which  suggests  the  he  may  never 
have  been  gainfully  employed  following  his  brief  period  in  the  service. 

The  listing  of  known  examples  of  the  1870-CC  quarter  will  be  presented  in  three 
groupings.  The  Group  A  coins  will  be  those  pieces  in  the  condition  census.  These  will 
be  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  date.  The  Group  B  coins  will  be  nice  collector 
coins  in  the  circulated  grades  from  Good  to  XF.  The  Group  C  coins  will  be  those 
pieces  with  problems  or  defects  and  those  in  a  very  low  grade.  Q.  David  Bowers  has 
made  some  observations  on  auction  appearances  in  the  modern  market  that  help 
explain  the  frequency  with  which  specimens  appear.  He  states  that  a  century  ago 
most  coins  were  bought  by  dealers  acting  on  behalf  of  clients,  who  intended  to  keep 
their  collections  for  a  long  time.  This  resulted  in  many  pieces  appearing  on  the  market 
only  once  every  ten  to  twenty  years.  Today  many  coins  are  bought  by  dealers  with 
no  specific  customer  in  mind.  Attempts  to  sell  these  coins  may  result  in  the  same 
specimen  appearing  in  a  handful  of  auctions  within  a  year  or  two. 

It  is  likely  that  there  has  been  some  duplication  of  specimens  in  the  listing  for  Group 
B  coins.  Additional  research  will  be  required  to  establish  reliable  pedigrees  for  many  of 
the  pieces  on  this  list.  Group  C  coins  are  much  easier  to  identify  because  they  tend  to 
have  multiple  problems  which  provide  clear  diagnostics  for  identification. 
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1870-CC  Quarters,  Group  A 
Condition  Census  Coins 

A1  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  April  1 997,  Eliasberg  sale,  Lot  #1 495,  MS-64  @  $1 87,000. 
NGC  identification  #685296-001 .  This  piece  is  by  far  the  finest  known.  This  coin 
first  appeared  in  the  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  auction  of  the  Major  William  Boerum 
Wetmore  collection  sale,  June  1906,  Lot  #437.  The  Chapmans  described  the 
coin  as  "Semi-proof;  slightly  hair  marked.  The  finest  we  have  seen."  It  realized 
$10  in  the  Wetmore  sale.  The  Eliasberg  catalogue  indicates  that  it  may  have 
been  a  presentation  piece  and  notes  a  die  crack  between  the  8"^  and  9""  stars 
on  the  obverse.  The  catalogue  also  states  that  the  obverse  displays  lightly 
mottled  gold  toning  with  splashes  of  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is 
similar  but  somewhat  lighter  at  the  center. 

A2  -  PCGS  AU-55.  Recently  certified  by  PCGS.  No  further  information  is  available. 

A3  -  Jim  O'Donnell,  April  1 983,  AU-53.  The  last  known  public  display  of  this  coin  was 
at  the  Boston  ANA  in  1 982.  The  current  owner  describes  the  coin  as  original  with 
light  silver  toning  and  a  touch  of  iridescence  in  the  date.  There  is  considerable 
luster  outlined  in  the  stars  and  devices  and  the  coin  is  well  struck  except  for  the 
stars.  The  coin  has  a  small  mark  between  the  3"^  and  4'*"  stars  on  the  obverse 
and  a  light  hairline  from  the  tip  of  the  right  wing  to  the  eagle's  leg  on  the  reverse. 
The  coin  has  six  small  marks  which  look  like  they  were  caused  by  the  head  of 
a  nail  scraping  up  a  small  ridge  of  metal.  All  of  these  marks  are  an  equal  distance 
from  the  rim  and  they  are  arranged  in  a  circular  fashion  with  the  small  ridge 
being  perpendicular  to  the  rim  in  each  case.  Two  of  these  marks  are  on  the 
obverse,  the  first  between  the  8**"  star  and  the  cap  and  the  other  just  inward  from 
the  middle  of  the  1 1""  and  12'^  stars.  The  others  are  on  the  reverse,  one  below 
and  between  the  TE  in  UNITED,  another  under  the  right  side  of  the  D  in  UNITED, 
a  third  under  the  first  S  in  STATES  and  the  last  one  under  the  O  in  OF.  These 
small  marks  to  not  disturb  the  eye  appeal  of  the  coin.  •  j  \y(Vv  ^       /  U'h  l\ 

A4  -  AU-53.  Privately  held  in  a  Midwestern  collection.  This  coin  has  been  off  the 
market  for  about  25  years.  Once  dipped  but  still  lustrous.   -  T       vC  '-^  v'noO 

A5  -  Dave  Olmstead,  May  2000,  PCGS  XF-45.  Listed  three  times  in  Coin  World  in 
May  2000,  August  2000  and  February  2001 .  Well  struck  and  problem  free. 
Likely  ex-Heritage  from  their  March  2000  price  list.  PCGS  certification  ID 
5477.45/3574002.  This  coin  is  somewhat  dark.  The  left  side  stars  are  outlined 
by  the  remaining  luster  in  the  protected  area  immediately  surrounding  each 
star.  Wear  on  Liberty's  breasts  appears  as  light  spots  surrounded  by  the  darker 
patina  of  the  coin.  The  same  contrasting  areas  appear  on  the  left  wrist,  forearm 
and  upper  arm. 

A6  -  Heritage,  January  2001 ,  FUN  sale.  Lot  #6903,  NGC  AU-53  @  $27,600.  The 
obverse  has  medium  to  dark  blue  gray  patina,  while  the  reverse  is  lighter  in  hue 
with  a  pearl  gray  and  gunmetal  color.  There  are  two  parallel  scratches  between 
the  9'^  and  10'^  stars  on  the  obverse.  There  is  a  small  spot  in  the  reverse  field 
beneath  the  beak  and  another  spot  on  the  top  of  the  right  wing.  There  is  a  line 
from  the  bottom  of  the  right  C  to  the  upper  third  of  the  left  C.  The  NGC 
certification  number  is  269573-005.  Although  this  coin  has  a  high  technical 
grade,  it  exhibits  toning  that  some  collectors  might  not  prefer.  This  is  the  coin 
sold  by  Stack's  in  the  Miles  sale,  April  1 969,  Lot  #982  @  $1 250  and  again  in  the 
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Speier  Sale,  March  1974,  Lot  #89  @  $5250.  It  was  described  as  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  in  both  of  these  sales.  This  coin  has  also  appeared  in  Superior's 
Rasmussen  sale,  February  1998,  Lot  #2031 ,  in  the  Heritage  ANA  Sale,  August 
1999,  Lot  #6278  @  $24,150,  in  Superior's  Long  Beach  sale,  June  2000,  Lot 
#1423  and  in  the  Heritage  Long  Beach  sale,  October  2000,  Lot  #6135.  This 
piece  was  also  offered  in  Coin  World  by  Duncan  Lee  in  September  1999. 


1870-CC  Quarters,  Group  B 
Circulated  Collector  Coins 

B1  -  Larry  Briggs,  July  1994,  EF/AU.  Listed  in  Issue  #59  and  again  in  Issue  #60  of 
the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Very  nice  for  grade,  old  dipping. 

B2  -  Superior,  February  1987,  Hoffecker  sale,  Lot  #2837,  EF-45  @  $4950.  Surfaces 
still  retain  evidence  of  mint  luster  with  a  gray  violet  toning  that  deepens  within 
the  devices. 

B3  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  June  1 987,  EF-45.  Uniform  silver  gray.  Tiny  depression  on 
reverse  rim  by  D  in  DOL.  Currently  in  a  California  collection. 

B4  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  November  1984,  Emery  sale.  Lot  #544,  EF-40  @  $3740. 
A  beautiful  specimen. 


B5  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  March  1988,  Norweb  sale.  Lot  #1638,  EF-40  @  $6820. 
This  coin  has  beautifully  toned  gray  and  golden  surfaces.  Well  struck  without 
any  impairments. 

B6  -  Heritage,  August  1998,  NGC  EF-40.  NGC  certification  #223108-001 .  Surfaces 
are  deeply  toned  with  gray  green  color. 

B7  -  Mandalay  Bay  Museum,  Spring  2000,  PCGS  EF-40,  certification  number 
5477.40/6551 365.  Displayed  in  the  exhibit  of  the  Treasures  of  the  Mandalay  Bay 
Museum,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  Spring  2000.  Recently  described  in  Superior's 
Pre-Long  Beach  sale,  May  2001 .  There  is  a  small  pock  mark  on  Liberty's  leg, 
a  small  scratch  in  the  obverse  field  at  1 0  o'clock  and  another  patch  of  marks  at 
2  o'clock. 
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B8  -  Goldberg's,  February  2000,  PCGS  EF-40.  Offered  in  Coin  World  in  March 
2000. 


B9  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  March  2001 ,  LaRiviere  II  sale.  Lot  #1618,  ANACS  EF-40 
@  $1 0,350.  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  Brushed  fields.  Tiny  gauge  just  left 
of  11'*"  star.  Large  reverse  spot  between  AM  in  AMERICA,  another  above 
second  S  in  STATES.  Reverse  field  rough  above  0  in  DOL. 

BIO  -  Heritage,  October  1995,  Long  Beach  sale.  Lot  #5275,  EF-40  @  $14,662. 
Vigorously  cleaned,  a  dull  gray. 

B11  -  Superior,  January  1986,  Carmichael  sale,  Lot  #2109,  VF-35  @  $2750.  Well 
struck  with  remains  of  mint  luster  still  around  the  devices.  Cleaned  with  light 
abrasive  long  ago. 


B12  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  November  1990,  Schenkel  sale.  Lot  #1530,  VF-35  @ 
$5500.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Light  lilac  toning  on  reverse.  Once  part  of  the 
Fred  Matthews  Seated  quarter  collection. 

B13  -  Heritage,  September  1998,  NGC  VF-35,  certification  #223443-001.  Evenly 
toned  gray  with  even  wear  along  Liberty's  right  arm,  thigh  and  breast.  This  coin 
has  a  small  circular  depression  to  the  right  of  the  CC.  There  is  a  scratch  through 
R  in  TRUST.  Offered  in  Coin  World  by  Duncan  Lee,  September  1999. 
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B14  -  Superior,  February  1999,  Suros  sale.  Lot  #718,  NGC  VF-35  @  $8165.  Choice 
surfaces  and  medium  antique  gray  with  lighter  rubbed  silvery  highlights. 

B15  -  Superior,  April  1999,  NGC  VF-35.  Offered  in  Coin  World,  April  1999. 

B16  -  Jerry  Jaeger,  ANACS  VF-30,  ANACS  ID  #157679.  Vertical  mark  extending 
down  from  1  ^'  star.  Very  light  reverse  scratch  from  right  of  CC  to  left  of  D  in  DDL. 
Currently  in  an  Illinois  collection. 


817  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  June  1987,  First  National  Bank  sale,  Lot  #190,  VF-30  @ 
$3630.  Cleaned  with  resulting  hairlines.  Value  of  VF-30  but  actually  EF-40. 

B18  -  Heritage,  September  1999,  Long  Beach  sale,  Lot  #6380,  SEGS  VF-30  @ 
$851 0.  There  are  two  hits  on  the  left  side  of  the  rock  where  it  meets  the  field. 
Another  in  the  reverse  field  between  the  right  wing  and  the  CA  in  AMERICA. 
This  coin  was  pictured  in  Issue  #28  and  again  in  Issue  #78  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal. 

B19  -  Heritage,  February  2001,  Long  Beach  sale,  Lot  #5785,  PCGS  VF-30  @ 
$10,925.  There  are  two  marks  in  the  obverse  field  between  the  11""  and  12"^ 
stars.  There  is  another  pair  of  marks  in  the  field  between  the  1 2'^  and  1 3'^  stars. 
There  is  a  spot  between  the  base  of  the  8  and  7  in  the  date.  A  reverse  spot 
touches  the  upper  loop  of  the  R  in  QUAR.  There  are  several  small  spots  inside 
the  lower  portion  of  the  D  in  DOL.  There  is  another  mark  between  the  TE  in 
STATES.  Currently  in  PCGS  holder  ID  #5477.5827247.  Formally  in  NGC  VF- 
30  holder  #110428-002.  Listed  by  Dick  Osburn  in  Coin  World  in  April  2001. 

B20  -  Stack's,  March  1975,  Stack  sale.  Lot  #128,  VF  @  $900.  Small  spots  in  date, 
on  lower  right  border  of  8,  on  upper  interior  corner  of  7  and  on  the  middle  right 
border  of  0. 

B21  -  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  June  1976,  Willing  sale.  Lot  #73,  VF  @  $1600. 

B22  -  Ivy,  August  1976,  Gateway  sale.  Lot  #331,  VF-20  @  $975.  A  very  attractive 
coin  without  any  problems. 

B23  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  June  1984,  Dodson  sale.  Lot  #3991,  VF-20  @  $2475. 
Smoky  gray  toning.  Two  small  dark  spots  on  the  obverse  at  Liberty's  knee  and 
below  her  foot. 
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B24  -  Heritage,  February  1985,  Midwinter  sale.  Lot  #882,  VF-20  @  $1300.  Cleaned  and 
now  beginning  to  naturally  retone,  evenly  worn  with  the  expected  surface  marks. 

B25  -  MidAmerican,  January  1990,  FUN  sale.  Lot  #451,  VF-20  @  $2500.  Lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time,  now  retoned  to  a  pleasing  medium  gray.  ANACS  color 
certificate  #SVQ077.  Black  spot  between  AT  in  STATES.  Black  spot  under- 
neath eagle's  left  wing. 

B26  -  Jim  O'Donnell,  March  1990,  VF.  Listed  in  Issue  #47  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

B27  -  Larry  Briggs,  July  1994,  VF.  Listed  in  Issue  #59  and  again  in  Issue  #60  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal. 

B28  -  Jim  O'Donnell,  November  1995,  PCGS  VF-20.  Listed  in  Issue  #64  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal. 

B29  -  Jason  Carter,  November  1996,  PCGS  VF-20.  Original  medium  gray.  Listed  in 
Issue  #67  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

B30  -  Larry  Briggs,  Spring  1997,  PCGS  VF-20.  Choice  light  gray. 

B31  -  Superior,  October  1973,  Part  III  sale.  Lot  #689,  F/VF  @  $455.  Small  nick 
nearest  6'"  star. 

B32  -  Clasen,  November  1991,  F/VF.  Listed  in  Issue  #52  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
Currently  in  a  PCGS  F-12  holder,  ID  #5477.12/7424566.  Obverse  pinprick 
northwest  of  1 3""  star.  Nick  in  reverse  field  to  left  of  eagle's  head.  Faint  scratch 
across  shield,  nick  on  top  of  left  wing.  Marks  between  1 2""  and  1 3""  stars.  Tiny 
gauge  northeast  of  1^'  star.  Once  cleaned,  retoned  within  slab  over  the  years. 
Listed  in  Coin  World  by  David  Lawrence  in  February  2001  and  by  Bob  Foster 
in  Issue  #80  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

B33  -  Larry  Briggs,  about  1985,  F-15.  Two  tone  gray,  strong  LIBERTY.  Currently  in 
a  California  collection. 

B34  -  Kreisberg,  October  1 979,  Bergan  sale,  Lot  #1 82,  Fine  @  $2000.  Scattered  old 
scratches  visible  under  magnification. 

B35  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  January  1 984,  Sipe/Ness  sale.  Lot  #1 090,  F-1 2  @  $1 1 55. 
Granular  surfaces  and  probably  cleaned  at  one  time. 

B36  -  Stack's,  March  1 984,  March  sale.  Lot  #972,  F-1 2  @  $2530.  Full  sharp  LIBERTY 
and  motto.  Pale  steel  and  iridescent  toning.  From  Stack's  Robison  sale, 
February  1982,  Lot  #1366  @  $2500. 

B37  -  Superior,  June  1988,  Blevins  sale.  Lot  #4649,  F-12  @  $2035.  Recent  light 
cleaning  but  well  detailed  with  fewer  marks  than  is  typical  for  the  grade.  Two 
obverse  rim  bumps. 

B38  -  Superior,  September  1 988,  Lee  &  Shaffer  sale,  ANACS  F-1 2  @  $2750.  Choice 
surfaces  with  splashes  of  gold  color  beginning  to  form.  LIBERTY  is  fully  legible. 

B39  -  Jim  O'Donnell,  March  1990,  Fine.  Some  scratches.  Listed  in  Issue  #47  and 
again  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

B40  -  Stack's,  January  1991 ,  Part  II  sale,  Lot  #624,  Fine  @  $3800.  Lightly  cleaned. 
Small  mark  running  in  the  field  between  the  1  and  the  rim.  From  the  Schulman 
&  Kreisberg  Brand-Lichtenfels  sale,  March  1964,  Lot  #1475. 

B41  -  Larry  Briggs,  March  1992,  Fine.  Listed  by  Briggs  in  Issue  #52  and  again  in 
Issue  #53  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
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B42  -  Heritage,  March  1999,  Sacramento  sale,  Lot  #6399,  NGC  F-12  @  $5060.  The 
Pittman  coin,  easily  distinguished  by  a  small  obverse  rim  nick  at  10  o'clock 
between  4'^  and  5'^  stars.  NGC  certification  #223510-002.  Offered  in  Coin 
World  by  Superior  in  May  1 999  and  by  Excelsior  in  Coin  World  in  August  1 999. 
From  Akers  Pittman  sale,  May  1998,  Lot  #1344  @  $5500.  From  French  sale, 
February  1959,  Lot  #614  @  $75.  Kreisberg/Kosoff  handled  a  specimen  with 
a  similar  obverse  rim  nick  in  the  World's  Greatest  Collection,  January  1 945,  Lot 
#375  @  $45.  This  is  likely  the  same  coin. 

B43  -  Kam  Ahwash,  April  1979,  VG/F.  Dark  gray  toning  around  stars  and  date  on 
obverse.  Light  nick  over  LI  in  LIBERTY.  Light  horizontal  scratch  through  shield 
and  E  in  LIBERTY.  Two  nicks  between  8'^  star  and  denticles.  Vertical  nick  on 
drapery.  Dark  gray  fields  on  reverse.  Scratch  from  rim  through  T  in  UNITED 
and  through  scroll  to  the  left  of  I.  Nick  on  edge  of  wing  between  CA  in 
AMERICA.  Scratch  through  lower  bud.  Small  dig  on  left  side  of  U  in  QUAR. 
Currently  in  a  Midwestern  collection  and  off  the  market  for  over  22  years. 

B44  -  NGC  VG-10.  Full  LIBERTY,  lightly  cleaned.  Currently  in  a  Texas  collection. 

B45  -  Larry  Briggs,  April  1989,  VG-10.  LIBERTY  clear  and  strong,  full  rims,  slightly 
weak  above  Liberty's  head.  Raised  segments  at  Liberty's  elbow  and  leg. 
Reverse  has  full  rims,  cut  through  first  S  in  STATES  from  rim  to  ribbon.  Another 
small  cut  over  ST  in  TRUST.  Small  pit  at  eagle's  throat. 

B46  -  Stack's,  February  1 975,  Essex  sale,  Lot  #670,  VG  @  $260.  Virtually  all  of 
LIBERTY  can  be  read.  Even  wear. 

B47  -  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  October  1976,  Turoff  sale,  Lot  #1691 ,  VG  @  $450.  Once 
cleaned  and  now  retoned.  Porous  surfaces  but  no  other  problems. 

B48  -  Stack's,  October  1976,  Fenn  sale.  Lot  #610,  VG-8  @  $600. 

B49  -  Mclntire,  August  1986,  Milwaukee  sale,  Lot  #663,  VG-8  @  $880.  Even  wear 
with  BERTY  still  visible  on  shield.  The  reverse  rim  is  worn  into  QUAR.  DOL.  but 
it  is  otherwise  full. 

B50  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  June  1990,  Sussex  sale,  Lot  #553,  G-6  @  $1320.  A  no 
problem  Good. 


1870-CC  Quarters,  Group  C 
Low  Grade  and  Problem  Specimens 

CI  -  Larry  Briggs,  January  1999,  VF/XF.  Tiny  hole  above  head  expertly  filled. 
Repaired  patch  of  roughness  on  reverse. 

C2  -  Stack's,  September  1 968,  Lovi  sale,  Lot  #1 025,  VF-20  @  $230.  Once  mounted 
on  center  of  obverse.  Mounting  skillfully  removed  with  only  the  barest  traces 
still  evident. 

C3  -  Larry  Briggs,  July  1990,  VF.  Listed  in  Issue  #48  of  Gobrecht  Journal.  Porous 
surfaces. 
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C4  -  Bowers  and  Merena,  January  1991,  Greenwich  sale,  Lot  #1358,  F-12  @ 
$2530.  Three  obverse  marks,  one  vertical  mark  through  head  and  bisecting 


breasts,  another  diagonal  mark  from  knee  into  field,  and  another  mark  from 
base  of  rock  to  ankle.  From  Superior's  Shore  sale,  January  1988,  Lot  #1429 
@  $1045.  Described  in  catalogue  as  having  sharpness  of  VG-8  but  with  some 
fairly  severe  obverse  marks. 

C5  -  Larry  Briggs,  1986,  ANACS  VG-10.  ANACS  certificate  E-6978-C.  The  right 
obverse  field  shows  a  large  patch  of  corrosion.  Currently  in  a  Wisconsin 
collection. 

C6  -  Larry  Briggs,  Spring  1997,  VG+/AG+  +  .  Uniformly  dark.  Reverse  rim  covers 
half  of  QUAR  DDL  Reverse  rim  bump  at  8  o'clock.  Obverse  nick  at  side  of 
Liberty's  head. 

07  -  Spink  America,  November  1999,  New  York  sale.  Lot  #99,  GA/G  @  $2420. 

Slightly  bent.  There  is  a  diagonal  mark  from  the  base  of  Liberty  to  the  space 
between  18  in  date.  Another  mark  in  right  obverse  field.  Weak  rim  from  3 
o'clock  to  8  o'clock  on  reverse. 

08  -  L&C,  October  1999,  POGS  AG-3.  Oertification  number  5477.03/3512833. 

Upper  left  portion  of  Liberty  is  dark.  Reverse  rim  weak  from  4  o'clock  to  8 
o'clock.  Scratch  from  first  S  in  STATES  to  ribbon  just  above  D  in  GOD. 
Currently  in  an  Illinois  collection. 

09  -  Ron  Feuer,  November  1998,  AG.  Listed  in  Issue  #73  of  Gobrecht  Journal. 

Graffiti  present  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  of  coin. 

010  -  Ebay.com,  August  2000,  Lot  #393950042,  FR-2  @  $1485.  Upper  third  of 

obverse  is  worn  away.  Reverse  pit  just  left  of  00.  Scratch  running  through 
lower  left  wing  and  lower  part  of  shield.  Left  0  noticeably  weaker  than  right  0. 
Later  offered  in  Ooin  World  by  Harry  Smith,  November  2000. 

011  -  Larry  Briggs,  Spring  1997,  POI  FR-2. 

012  -  ANAOS  slabbed,  ID  604183.  Corroded,  a  scratch  extends  northeast  from  1=< 

star.  Several  dark  patches  color  the  coin.  Currently  in  an  Illinois  collection. 
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C13  -  Fox  Valley  Coins,  ANACS  slabbed,  ID  377646,  repaired,  corroded.  Repaired 
hole  over  1^'  star.  About  half  of  2"^*  star  remains.  Bulge  under  top  half  of  8  in 
date.  Currently  in  an  Illinois  collection. 

C14  -  Larry  Briggs,  September  1999,  Filler.  Bent,  holed  and  plugged  at  base  of 
shield  above  date.  Obverse  hit  at  1  o'clock.  1  obliterated  in  date.  One  half  of 
LIBERTY  remains  on  shield. 

C1 5  -  Ebay.com,  April  2001 ,  Lot  #1 231 6771 1 7,  No  Grade  @  $930.  Found  in  an  old 
fire  pit.  Corroded,  pocked,  rough,  burnt,  mangled,  munched,  toasted,  roasted, 
boiled  and  poached. 

Population  Estimates  for  1870-CC  Quarters 

Douglas  Barr  suggested  an  estimated  surviving  population  range  from  24  to  67 
pieces  for  this  date  in  Issue  #42  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Larry  Briggs  estimated  a 
surviving  population  from  39  to  94  coins  with  his  rarity  scales  on  the  Seated  quarter 
series.  Several  hoards  of  this  date  have  been  reported  over  the  years.  Roy  Ash 
reported  a  hoard  of  ten  to  twelve  coins  in  Issue  #32  of  the  journal.  This  was  almost 
certainly  the  Briggs  hoard  of  1870-CC  quarters  which  numbered  eleven  coins  in 
1 976.  Briggs  has  reported  that  four  of  these  coins  were  stolen  as  a  group  in  1 986  and 
that  they  have  never  resurfaced.  The  four  stolen  coins  were  three  AG  pieces  and  one 
VG  coin  with  retooled  stars.  Bob  Foster  noted  a  hoard  of  five  coins  of  this  date  in  the 
1 980s.  One  dealer  suggested  that  for  1 870-CC  quarters,  any  group  of  two  or  more 
coins  would  qualify  as  a  hoard.  The  largest  reported  current  hoard  was  three  coins. 
The  LSCC  quarter  survey  in  1986  identified  14  coins  while  a  second  survey  in  1994 
identified  1 2  specimens.  The  current  listing  provides  6  coins  in  the  Condition  Census 
group,  50  coins  in  the  Collector  Coin  group  and  15  coins  in  the  Problem  Coin  group. 
Allowing  for  some  duplication  in  the  middle  grades  of  this  listing,  I  would  estimate  a 
surviving  population  of  about  60  specimens. 

Historical  Auction  Results 

John  Adams'  excellent  references  on  early  auction  catalogues  were  used  to 
identify  auctions  with  noteworthy  silver  collections.  However,  the  tracking  of  specific 
coins  over  the  years  is  virtually  impossible  because  older  catalogues  rarely  contain 
pictures  of  1 870-CC  quarters.  Auction  catalogues  from  the  1 880s  do  sometimes  note 
mintmarks  in  lot  descriptions,  but  collecting  a  series  by  date  and  mintmark  was  not 
the  established  practice  at  the  time.  A  collection  of  Seated  quarters  was  far  more  likely 
to  contain  a  run  of  Philadelphia  proof  coins  than  anything  else. 

The  earliest  auction  citation  that  I  found  for  an  1 870-CC  quarter  was  from  the  S.H. 
&  H.  Chapman  sale  of  December  1890.  Lot  #1454  of  this  sale  consisted  of  four 
Carson  City  quarters  dated  1870, 1872, 1873  and  1875.  Augustus  Heaton's  work  on 
branch  mint  coins  appeared  just  a  few  years  later  and  the  popularity  of  Carson  City 
coinage  increased  steadily  during  the  decades  of  the  20'^  century. 

Acknowledgements:  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  collectors  and  dealers  who 
participated  in  this  study.  Jennifer  Meers  at  Bowers  and  Merena  supplied  photo- 
graphs of  coins  from  several  of  their  sales.  Francis  Campbell  of  the  ANS  Library  was 
most  helpful  in  locating  several  references. 
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BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC  #716 

P.O.  BOX  3563 
URBANDALE,  IOWA  50322 
Telephone  (515)  331-3534 
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Liberty  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  AU-55,  Large  Date   $350 

1838  AU-55,  partial  drapery   225 

1839  839/1839,  MS-63    295 

1839  NGC  MS-63    395 

1840  No  Drapery,  AU-58,  toned  ... .  165 
1 840  With  Drapery,  MS-61 ,  dark  ....  525 

1843  ACG  MS-61    265 

1845  1845/1845,  ACG  Proof-62   3800 

1845  MS-60-   145 

1849/8  ACG  MS-63    700 

1853-0  No  Arrows,  ANACS  F-12   375 

1856/4  ACG  MS-63    750 

1857  ACG  MS-63    235 

1858  ACG  MS-63,  toned    235 

1860  ACG  Proof-62    525 

1862  ACG  MS-63   175 

1863  PCGS  MS-67    3600 

1864  ACG  Proof-63    950 

1865  PCI  Proof-63    750 

1865  ACG  AU-58   625 

1866-S  SEGSXF-40   120 

1868  ACG  MS-60,  deep  blue  toning  .  425 

1869  ANACS  MS-60    225 

1870  ACG  MS-62   170 

DIMES 

1838  Large  Stars,  AU-55   $215 

1838-0  ANACS  VF-25    290 

1839  AU-58,  obverse  die  crack   200 

1840  No  Drapery,  ANACS  AU-55  .. .  190 
1840  With  Drapery,  AU-50    525 

1841-  0  AU-58,  open  buds   375 

1842  AU-55   120 

1842-  0  EF-45    275 

1843  AU-55,  blue  gray   210 

1843-  0  EF-40,  medium  gray   500 

1845-0  EF-40,  medium  gray   750 

1846  VF-30    300 


DIMES 

1849 

1850 

1851/1 

1852 

1852 

1852-0 

1853 

1854 

1856-S 

1858-  0 

1859-  S 
1860 

1860-  S 
1862 
1862-S 
1864 
1865-S 
1867 
1867-S 
1868 
1869 
1869-S 
1870 
1870 
1871- 
1872- 
1873 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1875 
1875-S 
1876 
1877 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 


-S 
-S 


EF-AU,  amber  toning    $115 

NGC  MS-61    275 

EF-45   80 

MS-62,  planchet  streaks   300 

1852/1852,  AU-50   110 

VF-35,  dark  blue    135 

No  Arrows,  VF-20    165 

MS-61 ,  amber  toning    325 

VF-35,  silver  gray   525 

EF-40,  dark    110 

VF-30    625 

PCGS  MS-61    225 

AU-55,  blue  &  gold   925 

Proof-63,  blue  &  amber   235 

AU-50,  blue  gray   575 

Proof-63,  blue  &  gold   800 

VF-35,  weak  strike   150 

ACG  Proof-64    775 

EF-40,  amber  &  gray   195 

Proof-65    850 

Proof-62    325 

AU-55,  gray   210 

Proof-64    750 

MS-63,  sliver  white    325 

AU-50,  blue  &  amber   325 

EF-40    225 

Closed  3,  ACG  MS-61   225 

1873/1873,  EF-45    1000 

MS-60   325 

PCGS  Proof-64    625 

PCGS  MS-63,  full  head   275 

ACG  MS-60    200 

Proof-63,  silver  white   330 

Proof-63,  scarce    600 

Proof-64    800 

MS-64    800 

NGC  Proof-64    750 

Proof-64   410 


Buying  and  Selling  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes  through  Dollars 

Ron  Hunderfund   •  LSCC  #797 

P.O.  Box  3013  •  Carefree,  Arizona  85377 
Telephone:  (480)  488-4061 


14 


A  Double  Struck  1838  Half  Dime 

by 

Chris  Pilliod 


I  was  recently  able  to  purchase  an  intriguing  1 838  half  dime  that  was  double  struck 
at  the  mint  before  it  was  released  into  circulation.  Although  the  coin  may  not  be  as 
eye  appealing  as  many  of  the  modern  double  struck  coins,  it  is  fascinating  in  that  the 
first  strike  was  off  center  and  the  second  was  a  normal  in  collar  strike  from  the  dies. 
The  oven/vhelming  majority  of  double  struck  coins  have  had  their  double  images 
produced  in  the  opposite  order  with  the  off  center  strike  being  applied  last. 

Modern  error  coins  seem  to  be  coming  off  the  presses  in  increasing  numbers,  but 
double  struck  coins  from  the  19""  century  are  very  seldom  available.  In  fact,  most 
collectors  will  tell  you  that  significant  errors  on  Seated  half  dimes  are  exceptionally 
rare  and  almost  never  available.  While  a  few  double  struck  Seated  coins  are  known, 
the  most  commonly  encountered  error  coins  of  this  type  from  the  Seated  era  are 
Indian  cents.  These  coins  are  always  seen  with  the  second  strike  off  center  and 
different  from  the  1838  half  dime  discussed  in  this  article. 

The  double  struck  1838  half  dime  is  perfectly  round  and  an  example  of  the  1838 
V-1 2  variety.  It  has  a  weight  of  1 .35  grams,  within  mint  tolerance  for  half  dimes  of  this 
era.  The  first  strike  was  approximately  20  percent  off  center  and  rotated  nearly  180 
degrees  from  the  final  strike.  The  blank  was  initially  resting  against  the  collar  at  an 
angle.  The  force  of  the  first  strike  created  a  bend  in  the  coin  at  the  collar,  and  the  bend 
is  still  very  slightly  evident  even  after  the  second  blow  on  top  of  it.  This  iDend  indicates 
that  the  obverse  was  the  hammer  die,  the  known  die  orientation  for  half  dimes  during 
the  striking  process.  Most  of  the  details  from  the  original  strike  remained  visible  only 
on  the  rims  of  the  coin  after  the  final  strike.  This  occurred  because  the  striking 
pressure  was  the  lowest  on  the  rims,  the  distance  between  the  two  dies  being  the 
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greatest  in  this  area.  Small  portions  of  Miss  Liberty's  neck  and  arms,  a  pole  segment 
and  two  partial  stars  can  be  seen  along  the  obverse  rim.  The  N  in  UNITED,  portions 
of  the  AM  in  AMERICA  and  a  few  leaves  and  buds  can  be  seen  along  the  reverse  rim. 
The  only  detail  from  the  original  strike  on  the  surface  of  the  coin  itself  appears  around 
the  letters  TED  S  in  UNITED  STATES. 

Manually  operated  screw  presses  were  used  to  strike  coins  at  the  mint  during  the 
early  part  of  the  19'^  century.  These  old  presses  required  three  men  to  operate  and 
offered  the  possibility  that  a  mint  employee  could  physically  observe  a  coin  after  it 
was  struck.  It  is  known  that  Large  Cents  struck  off  center  were  salvaged  by  cutting 
them  in  half  and  making  half  cent  blanks  since  coins  struck  off  center  were  often  too 
large  to  fit  back  into  the  collar.  In  the  event  that  a  coin  struck  off  center  would  still  fit 
into  the  collar,  it  was  simply  struck  again  within  the  collar.  It  is  known  that  this 
procedure  was  followed  for  silver  coins  as  well. 

In  the  case  of  the  1 838  half  dime  described  in  this  article,  it  appears  that  the  error 
was  immediately  discovered  by  one  of  the  pressmen.  The  piece  was  salvaged  by 
striking  it  again,  this  time  on  center  and  within  the  collar.  The  initial  off  center  image 
was  all  but  obliterated  except  on  the  rims  where  the  striking  pressure  was  the  least. 

Steam  power  was  introduced  at  the  mint  in  1 836  but  this  coin  suggests  that  some 
of  the  early  Seated  coins  were  struck  on  the  old  screw  presses.  The  new  steam 
presses  could  produce  coins  at  a  much  higher  rate  with  less  manpower.  This  new 
technology  would  eliminate  the  practice  of  salvaging  error  coins  by  striking  them 
again  within  the  collar. 


Obverse  of  Double  Struck  1838  Half  Dime 
with  First  Strike  Visible  on  Rim 
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It  has  intrigued  me  to  think  that  163  years  ago  a  pressman  held  this  coin  in  his 
hands  and  made  the  decision  to  salvage  it  by  striking  it  again  within  the  collar.  This 
decision  produced  a  numismatic  treasure  that  documents  a  long  forgotten  practice 
at  the  mint  during  the  early  part  of  the  19'^  century.  I  would  be  interested  in  any 
comments  that  members  might  have  on  this  type  of  error.  I  can  be  reached  by  E-mail 
at  pilliod(5)early.com. 


Two  contemporary  counterfeit  Seated  dimes,  1853 

With  Arrows  and  1 89 1  dated  coins,  both  in  German  silver 

with  fully  reeded  edges,  the  pair   $99 

A  contemporary  counterfeit  Seated  half  dollar,  an  1878 

dated  coin,  in  unplated  brass,  nice  workmanship   $99 


TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  5  day  return  privilege 
from  day  of  receipt.  Please  add  $5  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

Ron  Feuer  •  LSCC  #775 

1708-A  Roxborough  Road  •  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28211 
Telephone  (704)  365-5348  •  E-mail:  RFcoins(a)bellsouth.net 

V  -  _J 

17 


BETTER  DATES  #50 

This  list  contains  all  new  material  and  some  interesting  varieties.  Call  or  write  with  your 
needs.  I  have  a  lot  of  other  better  date  coins  not  described  in  this  ad. 


HALF  DIMES 


1846 
1850 
1852 
1863 
1864 
1867 
1868-S 

DIMES 

1840-O 
1841 
1845-0 
1847 
1853 
1856 

1858-  S 

1859-  0 
1859-S 
1860 
1862-S 
1864-S 

1866-  S 

1867-  S 

1871-  S 

1872-  S 

1873-  S 

1874-  S 


VF-XF,  plugged  at  1 2  o'clock  . .  $295 
XF,  original,  some  tiny  marks  . .  33 

XF,  gray   37 

XF,  old  cleaning   275 

Uncirculated,  prooflike  

AU-UNC,  old  light  cleaning  . . . 
XF-AU,  light  cleaning   


VF-XF,  Small  o,  rim  bump . . 

XF,  nice  gray  

F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned  

VF-XF,  wiped  

NA,  F-VF,  original   

Small  Date,  AU-UNC,  sharp 

Fine,  faint  scratches   

XF,  sharp,  original  

VG-F,  some  roughness  

Choice  AU,  lustrous   

VG,  nice  gray  

Fine,  gray  

AU,  original,  staple  scratch . 

Fine,  sharp  

VF-XF,  reverse  scuff  

Choice  VF,  faint  scratches  . 

F-VF,  nice  

XF,  two  rim  scuffs  

1875-  CC  Choice  XF,  cc  below  wreath 

1876-  S  XF-AU,  lustrous,  rim  tick  . . . 

1877-  CCXF,  luster  

1878-  CC  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned  .... 
1879     Good,  old  bend  

1879  F-VF,  sharp   

1880  Fine,  old  cleaning  

QUARTERS 


1838 
1841 
1843 
1844 
1846 
1850 
1852 
1852 

1859-  S 
1860 

1860-  S 
1862-S 


800 
695 
45 


$40 
40 
70 
60 
110 
105 
160 
70 
100 
100 
45 
45 
230 
75 
80 
100 
35 
140 
60 
30 
33 
85 
130 
250 
195 


VF,  deep  original  toning   $75 

VF-XF,  old  cleaning  

XF-AU,  album  toning  

XF-AU,  lustrous  

46/46,  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned  . 


160 
69 
85 
45 


VF-XF,  old  Cleaning   120 

VG,  weak  reverse    68 


XF,  original,  rim  nicks   130 

VG-h,  cleaned,  retoned   115 

VF-XF,  small  obverse  mark  —  30 

VG-F,  light  gray   300 

About  Fine,  light  obv  scratch  . .  70 


QUARTERS 

1 864-S  Good-,  old  obverse  scratch  . . . 

1866     Choice  XF,  light  cleaning  

1866-S  VG/AG,  obverse  dig   

1870     Fine,  album  toning   

1871-  S  VG-F,  old  cleaning   

1872-  CCXF,  faint  obv  marks  

1878-S  F/G,  original  

1881     XF-AU,  cleaned,  retoning  

1884  VG+,nice  

1891-0  VG,  nice  

HALF  DOLLARS 

1846  Tall  Date,  XF-AU,  lustrous  

1847  XF-AU,  lustrous  

1848  VG-F,  old  cleaning   

1850-O  Good+,  doubled  date  

1852     XF-AU,  lustrous  

1852-0  Choice  VF,  some  light  marks  . . 
1857-S  Good,  Large  S,  obv  scratch  . . . 

1860     Fine,  obverse  streak  

1862     Fine,  some  small  marks  

1871-CCVG+,  light  scratch  

1873-  S  VG,  light  toning  

1874-  CCVG,  weak  shield  

1878-CC  Good,  deep  toning,  some  marks 

1879  Choice  AU,  light  cleaning  

1880  VF,  nice  edge  toning  

1881  G-VG,  deep  gray  toning  

1883     VF-XF,  old  cleaning  

1885  VG-F,  cleaned,  retoned  

1887     VF-XF,  harshly  cleaned  

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842     VF-XF,  nice,  rim  cuds  

1844  Fine,  old  cleaning  

1845  VF,  nice   

1850     Choice  VF,  a  few  marks   

1857     Choice  XF,  hidden  scrape  — 

1864  Fine,  old  cleaning  

1865  About  VF,  old  cleaning  

1866  F-VF,  old  cleaning  

1868     XF-AU,  two  scratches  

1870-CC  About  VF,  cleaned,  retoned  . . . 
1873     Choice  VF,  mottled  toning  .... 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1881     AU,  lightly  cleaned   

1883     Choice  AU,  cleaned,  a  few  marks 


TERMS:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $5.00  for  postage  on  all  orders, 
return  privilege  for  coins  in  original,  unopened  holders.  Lay  away  service  available. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  CA  94083 
Telephone:  (650)  583-9908    E-mail:  LLHHS@H0ME.COM 


$240 

800 

140 
90 

465 
1850 

230 

300 

300 

150 

$110 

80 

65 

24 
950 
325 

50 

40 

55 
195 

70 
375 
245 
395 
265 
185 
335 
270 
525 

$225 

275 

285 

700 
1025 

325 

325 

265 

290 

465 

250 

$900 
975 

10  day 
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The  Last  Coins  Struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint 


by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Acting  U.S.  Mint  Director  Robert  E.  Preston  ordered  the  suspension  of  coining 
operations  at  the  Carson  City  mint  on  June  1 , 1 893.  The  closing  of  minting  operations 
caused  36  employees  to  lose  their  jobs  and  the  coiner  was  directed  to  treat  the 
presses  and  other  machinery  with  chemicals  to  prevent  corrosion  of  the  equipment 
while  in  storage.  The  reason  given  for  the  closing  was  that  not  enough  silver  and  gold 
bullion  was  being  produced  in  the  western  mines  to  warrant  continued  coining 
operations  in  Carson  City.  It  was  felt  that  the  San  Francisco  mint  could  handle  all  of 
the  precious  metal  produced  in  the  western  mines.  The  Carson  City  mint  would 
continue  to  function  after  its  closing  as  a  minting  facility,  but  it  could  only  be  used  to 
refine  ore  and  act  as  an  assay  office  after  1893. 

The  Carson  City  mint  began  to  strike  coins  from  gold  and  silver  bullion  shortly  after 
it  opened  in  1 870.  Precious  metal  production  reached  a  peak  in  1 876  with  the  striking 


Carson  City  Coinage 
Percent  Production  by  Denomination 


Date 

Dimes 

Half  Dollars 

fiilvpr  DnllarQ 

Trade  Dollars  Total  Mintagf 

1870 

8.99 

58.86 

13.43 

92,791 

1871 

8.64 

4.68 

66.20 

0.59 

232,558 

1872 

9.67 

6.23 

70.03 

0.86 

366,960 

1873 

5.71 

3.02 

61.74 

0.42 

22.81 

545,882 

1874 

0.68 

3.70 

86.03 

1 ,596,067 

1875 

60.87 

1.83 

13.21 

20.62 

7,630,684 

1876 

52.21 

31.22 

12.35 

3.21 

15,839,024 

1877 

55.39 

30.16 

10.22 

3.84 

13,900,577 

1878 

5.57 

27.72 

1.73 

61.57 

2.70 

3,592,478 

1879 

96.21 

785,751 

1880 

90.48 

653,207 

1881 

88.65 

333,901 

1882 

89.80 

1,261,721 

1883 

93.41 

1 ,288,920 

1884 

91.35 

1 ,243,466 

1885 

96.02 

237,450 

1889 

91.88 

380,945 

1890 

93.42 

2,471 ,550 

1891 

83.63 

1 ,934,732 

1892 

90.00 

1 ,502,233 

1893 

87.99 

769,402 

Total 

36.91 

18.23 

9.37 

24.50 

7.43 

56,660,299 
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of  almost  1 6  million  coins.  Production  decreased  to  below  one  million  pieces  within 
three  years  and  the  record  established  in  1876  would  never  again  be  approached. 

Silver  coinage  dominated  the  production  figures  at  the  Carson  City  mint  during  its 
years  of  operation.  More  than  half  of  the  coins  produced  during  its  first  four  years 
were  half  dollars.  Trade  Dollars  accounted  for  the  ovenA/helming  majority  of  the  coins 
produced  in  1874.  More  than  half  of  the  coins  struck  in  1875,  1876  and  1877  were 
dimes.  Morgan  dollars  accounted  for  a  majority  of  the  coins  produced  in  1 878  but  this 
silver  dollar  accounted  for  nearly  90%  of  the  coins  struck  at  the  Carson  City  mint 
during  its  remaining  years  of  operation.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Carson  City 
mint  was  closed  to  minting  operations  in  1886,  1887  and  1888.  The  mint  reopened 
as  a  minting  facility  on  September  9,  1889  for  a  final  four  years  before  it  was  closed 
again  in  1893. 

While  silver  coinage  accounted  for  more  than  80%  of  the  coins  struck  each  year 
in  Carson  City,  its  smaller  denominations  meant  that  it  accounted  for  a  much  smaller 
percentage  of  the  monetary  value  produced.  In  fact,  silver  coinage  represented  less 
than  20%  of  the  monetary  value  produced  in  1870,  1871  and  1872  even  though  it 
represented  more  than  80%  of  the  coins  struck  in  those  years.  The  monetary  value 
produced  was  split  almost  equally  between  gold  and  silver  coins  for  most  of  the  years 
from  1881  to  1893.  The  record  monetary  production  was  $6,402,215  from  coins 
struck  in  1876  but  this  dollar  figure  was  approached  in  later  years  due  to  the  larger 
number  of  gold  coins  produced. 

Virtually  all  denominations  of  1 870-CC  coinage  are  scarce  to  rare  in  all  grades  and 
they  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  mint  state.  The  extreme  rarity  of  these  pieces  in  mint 
state  indicates  that  they  circulated  freely  in  the  towns  and  mining  camps  of  the 
western  states.  This  pattern  of  rarity  continued  for  most  of  the  issues  from  the  Carson 
City  mint  until  the  end  of  production  in  1 893.  The  rarity  of  the  1 893  issues  in  mint  state 
will  be  examined  to  reflect  the  overall  rarity  of  Carson  City  coins  in  these  grades. 


1 870-CC  Seated  Dollar,  One  of  the  First  Coins 
Struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint 
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Carson  City  Coinage 


Percentage  Value  for  Silver  and  Gold  Coinage 


Date 

Silver 

Gold 

Total  value 

1870 

19.46 

80.54 

$  215,090 

1871 

13.50 

86.50 

615,523 

1872 

17.40 

82.60 

809,811 

1873 

36.31 

63.69 

833,275 

1874 

35.28 

64.72 

3,979,142 

1875 

52.46 

47.54 

4,963,168 

1876 

55.48 

44.52 

6,402,215 

1877 

76.74 

23.26 

3,990,020 

1878 

88.43 

11.57 

2,950,310 

1879 

70.38 

29.62 

1,074,185 

1  ooU 

D 1  .oy 

OO.O  1 

QKV  QQC; 
C70  /  ,C70vJ 

1881 

48.88 

51.12 

605,580 

1882 

47.26 

52.74 

2,397,525 

1883 

46.52 

53.48 

2,588,030 

1884 

38.64 

61.36 

2,940,040 

1885 

54.68 

45.32 

417,000 

• 

1889 

■ 

36.12 

63.88 

968,900 

1890 

50.45 

49.55 

4,577,221 

1891 

42.63 

57.37 

3,795,320 

1892 

49.85 

50.15 

2,712,140 

1893 

45.59 

54.41 

1 ,485,040 

Total 

51.64 

48.36 

$49,277,520 

High  quality  coins  were  used  to  mark  significant  events  at  the  Carson  City  mint. 
There  are  three  known  presentation  pieces  or  proof  examples  of  the  1870-CC  dollar 
that  were  struck  to  mark  the  opening  of  the  mint  in  1 870.  These  coins  were  all  struck 
from  the  same  die  pair  and  they  were  described  by  the  author  in  Issue  #56  of  the 
journal.  There  are  about  a  half  dozen  1893-CC  proof  Morgan  dollars  known  today. 
These  pieces  were  most  likely  struck  to  mark  the  closing  of  the  mint  in  1893. 

The  last  Liberty  Seated  coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint  were  struck  in  1878.  The 
only  silver  coin  struck  at  the  mint  in  1 893  was  the  Morgan  dollar.  The  gold  half  eagle, 
eagle  and  double  eagle  were  also  struck  during  this  last  year  of  operation.  A 
description  of  these  last  products  from  this  historic  western  mint  is  given  below. 

Mintage  and  Grade  for  1893-CC  Coins 


Denomination  Mintage  Average  Grade 

Silver  Dollar  677,000  AU 

Half  Eagle  60,000  XF 

Eagle  14,000  VF 

Double  Eagle  18,402  AU 
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The  1893-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

Although  several  thousand  mint  state  1893-CC  Morgan  dollars  are  known,  few  of 
these  pieces  grade  higher  than  MS-63.  Most  of  the  uncirculated  coins  of  this  date 
have  bag  marks  and  they  are  weakly  struck,  especially  in  the  center  of  the  obverse. 
The  hair  detail  over  the  ear  is  often  very  poor.  An  MS-65  graded  coin  is  a  great 
condition  rarity  for  this  date.  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  specimen  graded  MS-64/66  as 
a  deep  mirror  prooflike  specimen  and  brought  $15,400  at  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
auction  in  April  1 997.  This  coin  was  described  as  a  possible  Branch  mint  proof.  Wayte 
Raymond  claimed  that  twelve  proof  1893-CC  Morgan  dollars  were  struck  to  com- 
memorate the  closing  of  the  Carson  City  mint.  Only  about  half  of  these  coins  are 
known  today.  Several  of  them  have  been  certified  as  proofs  by  PCGS.  The  finest  of 
these  coins  is  called  the  discovery  coin.  It  was  authenticated  as  a  proof  by  Walter 
Breen  in  1972.  This  coin  realized  $30,800  in  1986  when  it  was  sold  by  Wayne  Miller. 
This  branch  mint  proof  has  full  hair  detail  over  the  ear  and  deep  mirror  fields. 

A  typical  MS-63  graded  1 893-CC  Morgan  dollar  is  currently  valued  at  about  $3000. 
This  is  the  highest  grade  generally  available  to  the  interested  collector. 

The  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

My  analysis  indicates  that  this  issue  is  currently  underrated  and  that  there  may  be 
55  to  100  specimens  known  in  mint  state.  Most  uncirculated  pieces  would  grade 
about  MS-61 ,  while  MS-63  coins  would  be  great  rarities.  The  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr. 
specimen  was  graded  MS-64  and  brought  $14,950  at  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
auction  in  October  1 999.  Fewer  than  six  specimens  are  known  in  this  grade  and  none 
have  been  graded  higher.  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  Cutler  claim  that  between 
90  and  100  mint  state  specimens  exist  in  their  book  on  Carson  City  gold  coins.  Their 
estimate  seems  to  be  reasonable.  MS-61  examples  of  the  1 893-CC  half  eagle  can  be 
purchased  for  about  $3000. 


1893-CC  Half  Eagle,  One  of  the  Last  Coins  Struck 
at  the  Carson  City  Mint 
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The  1893-CC  Eagle 

This  coin  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state.  There  were  only  14,000  examples  struck 
of  this  date  and  virtually  all  of  them  show  evidence  of  wear  from  circulation.  PCGS  has 
graded  only  four  specimens  as  mint  state  with  the  highest  of  these  graded  MS-62.  The 
Bass  and  Eliasberg  collections  had  only  circulated  examples  of  this  date.  An  MS-60 
coin  was  sold  at  a  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  in  January  1 995  for  only  $2860.  David 
Akers  considers  this  date  to  be  the  most  underrated  Carson  City  eagle  and  I  would 
agree  with  this  opinion. 

The  1893-CC  Double  Eagle 

Examples  of  this  date  are  well  struck  with  good  luster.  Unfortunately  most  of  the 
uncirculated  coins  of  this  date  have  plenty  of  bag  marks.  Most  of  these  coins  would 
grade  MS-60  to  MS-62.  Examples  grading  MS-64  and  higher  are  virtually  unknown. 
An  MS-60  coin  would  bring  about  $2,000  while  an  MS-63  coin  would  sell  for  about 
$10,000.  Circulated  examples  of  this  date  are  in  demand  and  an  AU  coin  would  sell 
for  about  $1400. 

Rarity  of  1893-CC  Coins 

Denomination  All  Grades  Rarity  of  Finest  Specimens 

Silver  Dollar  R-1  R-6  In  MS-65 

Half  Eagle  R-2  R-4-i-  in  mint  state 

Eagle  R-4  R-7+  in  mint  state 

Double  Eagle  R-2  R-3-i-  in  mint  state 

Conclusion 

The  closing  of  the  Carson  City  mint  brought  an  end  to  minting  operations  at  the 
branch  mint  where  some  of  the  rarest  branch  mint  coins  of  the  19'"  century  were 
struck.  However  bullion  production  from  the  Comstock  Lode  had  fallen  off  and  it  was 
felt  that  the  San  Francisco  mint  could  handle  all  of  the  gold  and  silver  produced  in  the 
western  mines.  The  rarity  in  mint  state  of  even  the  last  coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint 
supports  the  belief  that  these  coins  circulated  extensively  through  the  towns  and 
mining  camps  of  the  old  west. 
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Seated  Dime  Varieties 

DIMES 

1838       Small  Stars,  doubled  die  reverse,  original  XF-40    $39 

1838-0     GR-102,  choice  original  AU,  toned   895 

1841        MS-61,  A-1,  nicely  struck  example   195 

1843       Top  of  3  repunched,  album  toning,  XF-40   49 

1845       Choice  original  AU,  scratch  across  shield   45 

1849-0     Small  o,  no  repunching  on  date,  choice  original  VF-35   115 

1851-0     Choice  XF-I--I-/AU,  small  scratch  on  Liberty,  original   250 

1852  Subdued  luster,  album  toning,  MS-60+,  die  polishing  at  date   195 

1853  With  Arrows,  die  erosion  on  reverse  wreath,  dipped,  VF   19 

1853  With  Arrows,  repunched  date,  GR-103,  dipped  AU   80 

1854  Date  touches  base  of  rock,  choice  VF   29 

1854       ANACS  MS-62,  deep  toning,  heavily  clashed  dies,  date  shows  on  reverse  395 

1854       ANACS  AU-58,  white  luster,  late  die  state  for  obverse   110 

1856       Small  Date,  date  slopes  upward,  field  scratch,  XF   19 

1856       Large  Date,  nice  original,  XF-40   45 

1856  Large  Date,  ANACS  MS-62,  golden  toning   425 

1856-0     Reverse  die  cracks,  VF    25 

1856-  0     Repunched  date  south,  choice  original  XF   55 

1857  VG,  two  reverse  cuds  touching  ribbons  at  6  o'clock  and  8  o'clock    49 

1857-  0     VF-20   12 

1857-0     Choice  original  XF-40    32 

1859-0     Original  XF-40   52 

1859-0     Original,  choice  XF-45   65 

1859-0     MS-60,  lightly  dipped,  still  very  attractive   159 

1864        PCGS  Proof-63,  A-1   795 

1870        0/0,  AU-,  original,  subdued  toning   49 

1871-CC   ANACS  Fine  details,  damaged,  bent,  net  AG    775 

1873       With  Arrows,  dipped  AU,  die  chips  on  leg   99 

1873       With  Arrows,  large  circular  die  gouge  on  wreath, ,  prooflike  fields,  MS-60+  345 

1875       Deep  original  toning,  XF,  rusted  obverse  die    24 

1875       Strongly  repunched  75,  nice  original  MS-64,  toned   350 

1875-S     Mintmark  within  wreath,  AU,  retoned   65 

1885        Original  XF-40   29 

1887  Original  XF-40   29 

1887-S     Toned  AU-50   59 

1887-S      Dipped  XF-40   19 

1888  NGC  MS-63,  lower  half  of  8  shows  below  skirtlines,  toned,  prooflike ....  275 

1890  Misplaced  date,  GR-102,  F-15   19 

1890-  S     Misplaced  date,  GR-102,  NGC  MS-61,  nice  original   375 

1891  Original  XF-40   19 

1891-  0     Mintmark  over  fragments,  dipped  AU   65 

1891-0     G-4,  reverse  cud  at  8  o'clock    15 

Full  return  privilege.  Please  add  $2.95  for  postage  on  orders  under  $25.  Please  add  $3.95  for 
postage  on  orders  between  $25  and  $100.  Please  add  $6.95  for  postage  on  orders  over  $100. 

Chris  Pilliod  •  LSCC  #981 

P.O.  Box  13891  •  Reading,  PA  19612 
E-mail:  pilliod@earlv.com   •  FAX:  (610)  736-7314 

V   y 
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Die  Combinations  for  1873-CC  Trade  Dollars 

by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 


The  1 873-CC  Trade  Dollar  has  a  relatively  low  mintage  and  most  of  the  coins  of  this 
date  were  shipped  to  the  orient  during  the  19'^  century.  Examples  found  today  are 
typically  in  low  grades  and  of  poor  quality.  Nice  specimens  of  this  date  in  AU  and 
higher  grades  are  difficult  to  find.  Mint  state  examples  are  extremely  rare  and  prized 
additions  to  any  Trade  Dollar  collection.  I  still  view  the  1 873-CC  Trade  Dollar  as  a  very 
underrated  date  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

The  Bowers  silver  dollar  encyclopedia  notes  that  4  pairs  of  Trade  Dollar  dies  were 
shipped  to  Carson  City  in  the  early  part  of  1873  and  that  a  second  shipment  of  4  die 
pairs  was  sent  later  in  the  year.  In  previous  articles  in  the  journal  I  have  written  about 
two  different  varieties  of  this  issue  with  wide  CC  mintmarks.  In  recent  months  I  have 
extended  my  research  on  this  date  and  have  made  an  attempt  to  identify  as  many 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  as  possible  for  the  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar. 

So  far  I  have  identified  5  different  obverse  dies  and  6  different  reverse  dies  for  the 
1 873-CC  Trade  Dollar.  I  have  also  found  8  different  die  combinations  for  this  date.  This 
article  gives  a  brief  description  of  each  obverse  and  reverse  die  that  has  been 
identified  for  this  date.  Research  is  continuing  on  this  project  so  rarity  estimates  will 
not  be  assigned  until  a  more  careful  analysis  has  been  performed. 
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Obverse  Dies  for  the  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 

Obverse  1 :  The  top  of  an  extra  8  and  7  can  be  seen  in  the  denticles  below  the  87  in 
the  date.  Both  of  the  extra  digits  reach  up  close  to  the  top  of  the  denticles 
below  the  date.  The  left  serif  of  the  7  in  the  date  is  below  the  upright  of  the 
E  in  WE.  The  right  serif  of  the  7  in  the  date  is  below  the  upright  of  the  first 
T  in  TRUST.  Additional  information  on  this  obverse  is  given  in  my  article 
on  this  variety  in  Issue  #77  of  the  journal. 

Obverse  2:  The  top  of  an  extra  7  can  be  seen  in  the  denticles  below  the  7  in  the  date. 

The  extra  digit  is  very  low  in  the  denticles  but  fragments  of  this  digit  can 
be  seen  through  the  base  of  four  denticles.  The  right  serif  of  the  7  in  the 
date  is  below  the  upright  of  the  first  T  in  TRUST.  Additional  information  on 
this  obverse  is  given  in  my  article  on  this  variety  in  Issue  #73  of  the 
journal. 

Obverse  3:  The  digits  7  and  3  are  repunched  at  the  bottom.  Doubling  is  visible  along 
the  left  base  of  the  7.  Doubling  is  also  visible  below  the  right  side  of  the 
3  and  below  the  ball  of  the  3.  Date  shifted  to  the  right  of  the  normal 
position.  The  digit  7  is  centered  below  the  upright  of  the  first  T  in  TRUST. 
The  right  serif  of  the  7  is  centered  below  the  R  in  TRUST. 

Obverse  4:  A  small  die  mark  can  be  found  in  the  denticles  above  Miss  Liberty's  head. 

The  right  serif  of  the  7  in  the  date  is  below  the  upright  of  the  first  T  in 
TRUST.  This  obverse  lacks  any  clear  identifying  features.  It  can  usually 
be  identified  by  the  lack  of  any  of  the  distinctive  features  described  for  the 
other  obverses. 

Obverse  5:  The  7  in  the  date  is  repunched  at  the  top.  Doubling  can  be  seen  along  the 
top  of  the  digit.  The  right  serif  of  the  7  in  the  date  is  below  the  upright  of 
the  first  T  in  TRUST. 


1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Obverse  1  with  Normal  Date  Position 
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1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Obverse  3  with  Date  Shifted  to  the  Right 


1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Obverse  5  with  7  Repunched  at  Top 
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Reverse  Dies  for  the  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 

The  D  in  DOLLAR  has  a  die  scratch  that  runs  through  the  opening  in  the 
letter.  The  die  scratch  runs  through  the  top  of  the  opening  in  the  D  and 
extends  out  into  the  field  near  the  top  right  side  of  the  letter.  The  left  C  in 
the  mintmark  is  centered  below  the  left  serif  of  the  S  in  GRAINS.  The  right 
C  is  centered  below  the  comma.  The  mintmark  has  a  normal  spacing. 

Very  Wide  CC  mintmark  with  1 .2  mm  separation  between  the  two  Cs.  The 
left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of  the  S  in  GRAINS  is  over  the  right  edge  of  the 
left  C.  The  left  C  is  closer  to  the  E  on  the  lower  left  than  to  the  D  on  the 
lower  right.  The  right  C  is  centered  below  the  comma.  Additional 
information  on  this  reverse  is  given  in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal. 

The  space  between  NS  in  GRAINS  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  left  C.  The 
right  edge  of  the  S  in  GRAINS  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  right  C.  There 
is  a  series  of  die  marks  between  the  feathered  leg  and  the  closest  leaf  on 
the  right.  The  mintmark  has  normal  spacing. 

Wide  CC  mintmark  with  1 .0  mm  separation  between  the  two  Cs.  The  right 
edge  of  the  right  upright  of  the  N  is  over  the  left  edge  of  the  left  C.  The  left 
C  is  equidistant  between  the  E  on  the  lower  left  and  the  D  on  the  lower  right. 
The  right  C  is  centered  below  the  comma.  Additional  information  on  this 
reverse  is  given  in  Issue  #69  of  the  journal. 

This  reverse  has  a  mintmark  positioned  almost  identical  to  that  de- 
scribed in  Reverse  A.  This  reverse  does  not  have  the  die  scratch  that 


1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Reverse  A  with  Die  Scratch 
through  D  in  DOLLAR 


Reverse  A: 


Reverse  B: 


Reverse  C: 


Reverse  D: 


Reverse  E: 
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1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Reverse  C  with  Normally  Spaced  Mintmark 
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runs  through  the  opening  of  the  D  in  DOLLAR.  It  is  possible  that  this 
reverse  could  be  an  early  die  state  of  Reverse  A  without  the  die  scratch. 

Reverse  F:  The  left  C  is  below  the  left  side  of  the  S  in  GRAINS.  The  right  C  is 
centered  between  the  comma  and  the  opening  of  the  D  in  DOLLAR. 
The  mintmark  has  a  normal  spacing.  There  are  diagonal  die  marks 
under  the  two  Ls  in  DOLLAR.  The  die  striations  start  at  the  denticles  and 
extend  up  toward  the  bottom  of  the  two  Ls  at  a  45  degree  angle. 

My  research  indicates  that  Varieties  2  and  5  are  the  rarest  die  marriages 
described  in  this  article.  I  have  been  able  to  find  only  one  example  of  Variety  2  from 
Reverse  B  with  the  Very  Wide  CO  mintmark.  Reverse  B  was  also  used  to  strike  1 874- 
CC  and  1876-00  Trade  Dollars.  Examples  of  all  three  dates  with  this  reverse  are 
very  rare.  I  have  also  been  able  to  locate  only  one  example  of  Variety  5  from 
Obverse  3  with  the  date  shifted  to  the  right.  This  obverse  is  easily  identified  by 
observing  that  the  7  is  centered  below  the  first  T  in  TRUST. 

My  research  has  identified  eight  die  marriages  for  the  1873-00  Trade  Dollar.  I 
believe  that  additional  die  marriages  might  exist.  I  would  be  interested  in  corre- 
sponding with  other  club  members  who  have  additional  thoughts  on  the  varieties 
of  this  date.  Olub  members  are  also  encouraged  to  report  any  new  dies  or  die 
combinations  for  this  date  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  I  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
Joe  Kirchgessner,  45  Derby  St,  Ooncord,  MA  01742. 


1873-CC  Trade  Dollar,  Obverse  3  with  73  Repunched  at  Bottom 
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Die  Marriages  for  the  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
Die  Marriage    Obverse  Reverse 


1  1  A 

2  2  B 

3  2  D 

4  2  E 

5  3  C 

6  4  D 

7  5  C 

8  5  F 


I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  photographs  of  the  1873-CC  Trade 
Dollars  that  have  appeared  with  this  article.  His  pictures  have  helped  provide  the 
details  necessary  to  identify  the  die  varieties  for  this  date  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

BUYING 

I  am  interested  in  purchasing  rare  date  and  nice 
circulated  half  dimes  for  my  inventory.  Please  let  me 
know  what  you  have  available. 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 

Send  for  my  free  price  list  of  conservatively  graded  and  accurately 
described  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  I  have  many  nice  coins 

currently  available. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G 
Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephione  (650)  367-1064 
FAX  (650)  367-1239 
E-mail:  cwwoodruff@phc.net 
Web  site:  www.cwwoodruff.com 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1840-O  Dime 

by 

Tim  Cook 


The  1840-O  dime  had  a  relatively  large  mintage  of  1,175,000  pieces  in  only  the 
third  year  of  coinage  production  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  Brian  Greer 
described  seven  different  die  combinations  for  this  date  in  his  guide  to  the  Seated 
dime  series  in  1992.  He  reported  three  varieties  with  a  Small  o  mintmark,  three 
varieties  with  a  Large  O  mintmark  and  one  variety  with  a  Medium  o  mintmark.  Gerry 
Fortin  reported  a  second  variety  with  a  Medium  o  mintmark  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal 
in  November  1993.  This  makes  a  total  of  eight  known  die  varieties  for  the  1840-O 
dime. 

The  Small  o  has  always  been  the  most  common  mintmark  size  for  the  1 840-O  dime 
leading  to  speculation  that  additional  varieties  with  this  mintmark  might  exist.  This 
was  indeed  the  case  as  I  recently  discovered  a  new  die  pairing  with  a  Small  o 
mintmark.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  had  been  previously  reported  but  the  obverse  was 
a  new  discovery  for  the  Seated  dime  series. 

The  new  variety  for  the  1840-O  dime  has  a  Small  o  mintmark  with  the  reverse  of 
the  GR-1 02  variety.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  is  easily  identified  by  a  strongly  recut  6'^ 
star.  This  star  is  boldly  recut  with  extra  segments  visible  below  the  three  star  points 
nearest  to  the  5'^  star.  The  1  ^'  star  is  close  to  the  rock  and  points  to  the  crease  in  the 
rock.  The  8""  star  is  closer  to  Liberty's  head  than  to  the  cap  on  the  right.  The  date  is 
sloping  slightly  upward  from  left  to  right  with  the  0  closer  to  the  rock  base  than  to  the 
denticles  below.  There  is  a  small  die  crack  on  the  reverse  that  runs  from  the  center 
of  the  E  in  STATES  to  the  base  of  the  second  S  in  STATES.  This  small  crack  indicates 
that  this  variety  represents  the  second  use  of  this  reverse  die. 
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I  want  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  beautiful  pictures  of  my  1840-O  dime.  His 
pictures  have  made  is  possible  to  clearly  identify  this  new  variety  in  the  Seated  dime 
series. 


1840-O  Small  o  Dime  with  Boldly  Recut  6'^  Star 
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Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


HALF  DIMES 

1847  Good,  engraved  "W"  on  obverse 

1853  With  Arrows,  Good   

1855-0  VG-8,  better  date  

1856  VG,  small  dent,  not  bad  

1857-0  Nice  Good,  hole   

1861  Good   

1861  ANACS  AU-55,  nice  

1867-S  VG,  solder  mark  

DIMES 

1850  Good,  original  

1860  AG  

1871-S  VG,  dark  toning,  original  

1874  Fine  

1875  Ugly  Good  

1876  Good+,  a  decent  coin   


$7 
9 

18 
8 
6 

10 

59 
9 

$8 
5 

26 
14 
4 
8 


DIMES 

1882  PCI  Red  AU-50,  Cleaned 

1883  ANACS  MS-62  

1889  Good   


QUARTERS 

1843     AG full  clear  date  

1853     With  Arrow^s,  AG+  

1856     AQ+,  nice  for  grade  

1861  VG-10,  obverse  scratches  .. 

1876-  S  Good   

1877-  S  S  over  horizontal  S,  VF-35  . . 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1859-S  VG,  small  scratch  on  reverse 

1861     Good,  cleaned  

1869  AG/G  


$47 
125 
5 

$8 
8 
10 
12 
9 

140 

$29 
13 
13 


TERMS:  10  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  and  insurance. 

Robert  Risi  •  LSCC#1789 

P.O.  Box  154  •  Lindenhurst,  New  York  11757 
Telephone:  (631)  226-3107 


33 


— .   


WANTED 


Major  Errors  on 
Liberty  Seated  Coinage 

Off  Center  Coins 
Double  Struck  Coins 
Brocloges 
Coins  Witt)  Cuds 

Please  write  with  description 
and  aslcing  price. 

Frank  Leone  •  LSCC  #1 452 

P.O.  Box  1 70 
Glen  Oaks,  New  York  11004 

Internet:  www. Fran kLeone.com 
E-mail:  FLRCOAOL.COM 


My  Collection  of  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars 

by 

William  M.  Sloan 

Just  after  the  reserves  of  Morgan  dollars  were  released  by  the  Treasury  in  1965, 
I  purchased  a  complete  set  of  Morgan  dollars  for  $300  that  included  all  of  the  coins 
in  the  series  except  the  1895  dollar.  Shortly  after  this  purchase  I  began  to  work  on  a 
collection  of  Peace  dollars  and  then  began  building  a  set  of  Trade  Dollars.  Complet- 
ing sets  of  these  coins  seemed  like  a  reasonable  goal  while  purchasing  a  set  of 
Seated  dollars  seemed  like  an  unreachable  dream  with  so  many  rare  and  valuable 
coins  in  the  series.  I  knew  that  the  total  mintage  for  the  four  Carson  City  Seated  dollars 
combined  was  only  18,584  pieces  and  that  each  of  these  coins  was  very  rare. 
Obtaining  examples  of  these  coins  seemed  like  an  impossible  task  to  someone  who 
at  one  time  thought  that  purchasing  a  1909-S  VDB  cent  with  a  mintage  of  484,000 
would  be  a  difficult  challenge. 

At  one  of  our  local  coin  club  meetings  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  I  mentioned  to  long 
time  collector  Bill  Fanning  that  I  really  enjoyed  my  Morgan  dollar  collection  and  that 
I  had  purchased  a  set  that  contained  all  but  one  of  the  dates  in  the  series.  Bill  told 
me  that  he  also  had  a  few  good  dollars  and  indicated  that  he  had  a  collection  that 
included  all  of  the  Carson  City  silver  dollars  and  all  of  the  Carson  City  gold  double 
eagles.  I  told  him  that  I  would  like  to  see  his  collection  so  he  brought  it  to  the  next  club 
meeting.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  his  dollar  collection  included  examples  of  all  four 
Carson  City  Seated  dollars.  He  told  me  that  one  of  these  coins  had  actually  caused 
the  end  of  his  first  marriage.  This  is  his  tale  of  the  coin  that  broke  up  a  marriage. 

By  1938  Bill  had  completed  his  collection  of  Carson  City  dollars  and  gold  double 
eagles  except  for  one  Carson  City  dollar,  the  1873-CC  coin  with  a  mintage  of  2,300 
pieces.  He  had  been  looking  for  an  example  of  this  date  for  many  years  but  had  no 
luck.  He  then  heard  that  an  1873-CC  dollar  was  being  offered  in  an  auction  in  San 
Diego.  He  drove  down  to  the  auction  with  the  intention  of  bidding  whatever  it  took  to 
purchase  this  coin  and  complete  his  collection.  The  bidding  skyrocketed,  but  Bill  kept 
on  raising  his  bid  until  he  finally  won  the  lot  at  $300.  Bill  took  his  purchase  home  and 
proudly  showed  it  to  his  wife,  who  told  him  that  no  one  but  a  crazy  man  would  pay 
that  much  for  just  one  dollar.  She  said  that  she  was  leaving  him  then  and  there,  and 
so  she  did. 

Bill  was  getting  on  in  years  when  I  knew  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  sell  me  his  set  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars.  He  said  that  they  were  some 
of  his  favorite  coins  but  that  if  I  really  wanted  them,  he  would  be  willing  to  sell  all 
four  of  the  coins  to  me  for  a  total  of  $1 000. 1  had  never  before  spent  that  much  money 
for  any  coins,  but  I  looked  at  the  tiny  mintages,  the  rarity  of  all  of  the  coins  and  frankly 
just  the  desirability  of  owning  such  a  set.  I  took  a  great  big  deep  breath  and  bought 
all  four  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  from  him.  I  have  since  acquired  1 8  other  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  including  some  proof  specimens,  but  I  have  always  treasured  my 
set  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars.  I  have  often  wondered  just  how  many  more 
complete  sets  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  there  are  besides  the  one  that  I  own. 
Not  many,  I  would  think! 
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The  1877-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Trade  Dollar 


by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

Several  years  ago  I  acquired  an  1877-CC  Trade  Dollar  that  showed  doubling 
through  some  of  the  letters  on  the  reverse.  I  would  like  to  report  my  observations 
on  this  interesting  piece  following  a  careful  examination  of  this  doubled  die 
variety  from  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

The  first  feature  that  attracted  my  attention  was  the  remains  of  an  earlier  punch 
within  the  regular  CC  mintmark  below  the  S  in  GRAINS.  There  appears  to  be  a 
fragment  of  an  earlier  C  within  the  central  loop  of  each  C  in  the  mintmark.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  these  fragments  are  the  remains  of  an  earlier  punch  that  was  used 
on  this  reverse  while  the  mintmark  was  being  added  to  the  die. 

It  wasn't  long  before  I  noticed  doubling  on  other  reverse  letters.  I  soon  noticed 
that  the  upper  left  serif  of  the  D  in  DOLLAR  was  doubled,  a  feature  that  can  be  seen 
in  the  picture  below  the  CC  mintmark.  There  is  also  doubling  at  the  base  of  several 
letters  in  the  word  GRAINS  above  the  mintmark.  This  doubling  can  also  be  seen 
in  the  picture  of  the  mintmark.  This  doubling  is  the  result  of  a  doubled  die  reverse 
that  was  used  to  strike  this  coin  at  the  Carson  City  mint  many  years  ago.  It  was 
certainly  interesting  to  find  a  coin  with  a  doubled  die  reverse  that  also  had  a 
repunched  mintmark. 


1877-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Doubled  Die  Reverse 
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I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  witli  other  club  members  who  may  have 
some  additional  thoughts  or  observations  on  the  doubling  seen  on  this  coin.  The 
fragments  seen  within  the  Carson  City  mintmark  provide  some  interesting  features  to 
study.  Does  anybody  have  any  ideas  on  how  these  fragments  were  created? 

I  want  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  excellent  photograph  of  my  1877-CC  Trade 
Dollar.  His  picture  provides  the  reader  with  the  detail  necessary  to  speculate  on  the 
cause  of  the  reverse  defects. 


Better  Date  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


DIMES 

1840  With  Drapery,  Fine,  original,  scarce   $79 

1 841  -0       Small  o,  XF,  lustrous,  original   69 

1848         Fine,  scarce  date    15 

1 873         No  Arrows,  Open  3,  ANACS  MS-60,  lustrous   349 

1885-S       VG+,  rare,  LIBERT  visible  on  shield    495 

1887-S       XF,  original   19 

QUARTERS 

1855         XF,  original,  nice   $79 

1856-0       ANACS  VF-30,  nice   42 

1856-  0       VF-30   36 

1857-  0       XF   48 

1858         XF,  nice  original    49 

1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  Fine,  scarce   55 

1873-S       Fine   65 

1874  VF,  original,  scarce   69 

1875  Fine   15 

1875-CC     Fine,  nice,  rare   133 

1875-S       VF   69 

1875-  S       Fine   59 

1876-  CC     Nice  VG,  wide  cc  mintnnark   53 

1876-S       Nice  VF,  scarce   49 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1870-CC      PCGS  VG-10,  original,  nice,  rare   $895 

1873-CC     ANACS  G-4   129 


TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Bank  checks  and  money  orders  receive  prompt  service.  5  day 
return  privilege  from  day  of  receipt.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  Please  add  $5  for  postage  and 
handling  on  all  orders. 

Ron  Feuer  •  LSCC  #775 

1708-A  Roxborough  Road  •  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28211 
Telephone:  (704)  365-5348  •  E-mail:  RFcoinsObellsouth.net 
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The  Power  of  the  Plastic 
for  an  1869  Seated  Quarter 

As  a  dedicated  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  I  am  always  looking  for  nice 
examples  of  the  rare  dates  in  the  series.  I  was  therefore  interested  in  Lot  #6174  of 
the  Heritage  Long  Beach  Sale  in  June  2000  that  listed  a  raw  1869  Seated  quarter  in 
an  XF-40  grade.  The  piece  was  described  as  original  and  problem  free.  This  date  is 
frequently  available  in  proof  condition  and  sometimes  available  in  mint  state,  but  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  find  in  grades  from  XF  to  AU. 

I  viewed  the  coin  with  the  marvelous  CDROM  that  Heritage  includes  with  each 
catalogue.  The  coin  appeared  to  be  well  struck  and  very  nice  for  the  grade.  I  placed 
a  bid  of  $600  on  the  lot,  resulting  in  a  total  bid  of  $690  with  a  15%  buyer's  fee.  This 
was  $1 5  higher  than  the  Trends  price  for  an  XF  coin  at  the  time.  Several  days  after  the 
sale  I  received  an  invoice  for  this  lot  that  sold  for  $280,  with  a  total  cost  of  $322 
including  the  buyer's  fee.  The  low  price  realized  led  me  to  believe  that  there  might  be 
something  wrong  with  the  coin.  My  suspicions  were  confirmed  a  few  days  later  when 
the  piece  arrived.  The  coin  had  a  number  of  fresh,  bright  silver  scrapes,  particularly 
on  the  rims.  Furthermore,  the  bottom  half  of  the  reverse  was  porous.  I  did  not  find  the 
coin  suitable  for  my  collection  and  promptly  returned  it.  This  experience  should  make 
it  clear  that  a  photograph  is  no  substitute  for  the  personal  inspection  of  a  coin  that  you 
wish  to  purchase  at  auction. 

I  later  saw  that  the  same  coin  reappeared  as  Lot  #6901  of  the  Heritage  FUN  Sale 
in  January  2001 .  The  coin  had  now  been  dipped  and  the  auction  description  was 
exactly  the  same,  except  that  it  was  no  longer  described  as  an  original.  The  coin  had 
also  been  slabbed  and  it  was  now  in  a  PCGS  AU-53  holder.  Five  collectors  bid  the  coin 
up  to  $747  including  the  buyer's  fee. 

The  plastic  holder  made  a  remarkable  difference  in  the  sale  of  this  coin.  A  piece 
that  no  one  wanted  for  $322  was  sold  to  a  happy  buyer  at  more  than  twice  that 
amount. 

James  C.  Gray 
LSCC  #664 


Collective  Volume  Number  Four 

Available 

Copies  of  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  can  still 
be  purchased  for  immediate  delivery  by  interested  club  members  at  the 
established  price  of  $44  per  copy.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  send  orders  to:  John  McCloskey,  President 
LSCC,  5718  King  Arthur  Drive,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 

The  Editor 
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A  Study  of  Date  Sizes  on  1846  Seated  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Mint  experimentation  resulted  in  three  date  styles  being  prepared  for  some  denomi- 
nations of  United  States  coinage  in  1 846.  These  date  style  experiments  could  be  related 
to  the  fact  that  1 846  was  a  transitional  year  in  which  the  mint  was  developing  a  standard 
date  style  for  all  denominations  of  United  States  coinage.  By  1847  the  mint  had 
developed  a  procedure  that  allowed  it  to  change  the  size  of  the  standard  date  punch 
for  use  on  any  denomination  from  the  half  dime  to  the  silver  dollar. 

There  were  three  date  logotypes  with  three  different  styles  used  on  Large  Cents 
in  1 846.  These  same  date  punches  were  used  to  prepare  the  dies  for  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollars  and  gold  eagles  of  this  date.  These  styles  were  all  prepared  from  four  digit 
date  punches  and  are  known  as  the  Small  Date,  Medium  Date  and  Tall  Date  varieties 
for  these  denominations.  A  description  of  these  three  date  styles  is  given  below. 

Small  Date  -  The  date  measures  2.0  mm  high  and  7.7  mm  wide.  The  top  edge  of 
the  upper  serif  of  the  1  appears  to  slope  down  from  right  to  left  with  almost  no  flat  area 
on  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  lower  edge  of  the  serif  slopes  downward,  parallel  to  the 
upper  edge  of  the  serif.  The  base  of  the  1  is  rather  thin  and  nearly  rectangular,  and 
it  extends  out  on  both  sides  of  the  digit  to  nearly  the  width  of  the  upright.  The  two  inner 
loops  of  the  8  are  almost  perfect  circles  and  the  two  loops  have  about  the  same  width. 
The  crossbar  on  the  4  is  rather  thin  but  the  crosslet  on  the  4  appears  thick  and  is  nearly 
rectangular.  There  is  a  short  vertical  edge  on  the  left  end  of  the  crossbar.  The  base 
of  the  4  is  thin  and  rectangular  but  it  extends  out  farther  on  the  right.  There  is  clear 
separation  between  the  right  base  of  this  digit  and  the  crosslet  above.  The  inner  loop 
of  the  6  is  nearly  a  circle  while  the  shallow  upper  loop  extends  beyond  the  right  edge 
of  the  inner  loop  below.  The  top  of  the  6  extends  out  beyond  the  lower  outside  edge 
of  the  6  and  the  digit  has  a  small  ball  that  is  close  to  the  lower  loop. 


1846  Small  Date  Large  Cent 
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Medium  Date  -  The  date  measures  2.2  mm  high  and  7.5  mm  wide.  The  top  edge 
of  the  1  is  level  across  the  upright  of  the  1  and  then  curves  down  to  form  the  upper 
serif  of  the  digit.  The  lower  edge  of  the  serif  slopes  slightly  downward.  The  base  of  the 
1  is  thin  and  rectangular  but  the  top  edge  slopes  upward  as  it  approaches  the  upright 
of  the  digit.  The  two  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  nearly  circles  but  the  lower  loop  is  wider 
than  the  upper  loop.  The  crossbar  of  the  4  is  rather  thin  and  the  crosslet  curves  in 
toward  the  crossbar.  There  is  a  short  vertical  edge  on  the  left  end  of  the  crossbar.  The 
base  of  the  4  is  short  and  nearly  rectangular,  with  the  right  edge  of  the  base  joined 
to  the  bottom  edge  of  the  crosslet.  The  inner  loop  of  the  6  is  an  upright  oval  while  the 
small  upper  loop  does  not  extend  to  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop.  The  top  of  the 
6  has  a  large  ball  that  does  not  extend  over  to  the  right  edge  of  the  digit.  The  ball  of 
the  6  is  close  to  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit. 


1846  Medium  Date  Half  Dollar 


Tall  Date  -  The  date  measures  2.4  mm  high  and  7.5  mm  wide.  The  top  edge  of  the 
1  is  level  across  the  upright  of  the  1  and  then  curves  sharply  down  to  form  the  thick 
upper  serif  of  the  digit.  The  lower  edge  of  the  serif  is  perpendicular  to  the  upright.  The 
base  of  the  1  is  short  and  rectangular.  The  two  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  nearly  circles 
and  the  two  loops  have  the  same  width.  The  crossbar  of  the  4  is  rather  thin  and  the 
large  crosslet  curves  in  to  the  crossbar.  The  left  edge  of  the  crossbar  extends  out  to 
a  point.  The  base  of  the  4  is  flat  but  the  top  edge  slopes  up  toward  the  upright  on  both 
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sides.  The  inner  loop  of  the  6  is  an  upright  oval  and  the  tall  upper  loop  extends  out 
beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop.  The  top  of  the  6  extends  out  to  the  right  edge 
of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6.  The  6  has  a  large  ball  that  is  distant  from  the  lower  loop  of 
the  digit. 


1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 

All  three  date  styles  are  known  for  copper  Large  Cents  of  1 846.  The  Small  Date  is 
the  most  common  date  size  for  the  1 846  Large  Cent  with  most  of  the  Newcomb  varieties 
being  of  this  type.  The  Medium  Date  is  the  style  for  the  Newcomb  1 1  variety.  At  least 
four  Newcomb  varieties  of  the  1 846  Large  Cent  were  struck  from  a  Tall  Date  die. 

The  same  date  punches  were  used  to  prepare  dies  for  half  dollars  in  1846.  The 
Medium  Date  is  the  most  common  size  for  1846  half  dollars,  this  style  being  used  on 
most  of  the  dies  for  this  year.  The  Tall  Date  half  dollar  is  known  for  this  year  and  easily 
distinguished  from  a  Medium  Date  coin  by  the  shape  of  the  46  in  the  date.  The  1 846 
Small  Date  half  dollar  is  unknown  but  I  believe  that  it  could  exist.  Without  other  coins 
for  comparison,  an  1 846  Small  Date  half  dollar  might  go  undetected  because  its  date 
would  be  similar  in  size  and  shape  to  a  Medium  Date  coin.  An  increased  awareness 
of  date  punch  characteristics  will  help  the  collector  identify  an  example  of  the  1846 
Small  Date  half  dollar  if  it  actually  does  exist. 

It  is  known  that  gold  eagles  were  struck  from  1 846  Small  Date  and  Medium  Date  dies. 
The  Tall  Date  gold  eagle  is  unknown  for  this  date  but  it  is  certainly  possible  that  a  coin 
of  this  style  will  be  identified  at  some  time  in  the  future.  Don't  forget  to  check  the  date 
style  on  any  1846  gold  eagles  that  you  own,  you  never  know  what  you  may  find. 

The  three  date  logotypes  for  1 846  make  it  clear  that  date  punches  were  prepared 
for  the  full  four  digits  in  the  date.  The  1 846  over  horizontal  6  half  dollar  has  led  many 
collectors  to  believe  that  an  incomplete  date  punch  was  prepared  for  the  three  digits 
1 84  with  the  last  digit  added  separately  to  complete  the  date.  I  just  don't  believe  that 
date  punches  were  prepared  this  way  in  1846. 1  have  seen  coins  struck  from  several 
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1846  dated  dies  with  extra  segments  running  through  the  last  digit  in  the  date.  I 
believe  that  these  extra  segments  were  most  likely  caused  by  the  use  of  a  defective 
1846  date  punch  during  the  preparation  of  coinage  dies  for  this  year. 

The  shape  of  the  digits  1 84  on  the  three  1 846  date  logotypes  is  different  from  the 
shape  ofthefirstthree  digits  on  1845  dated  coins.  I  have  therefore  found  no  evidence 
to  indicate  that  an  1 845  dated  die  was  ever  modified  to  strike  1 846  dated  coins.  This 
is  a  conclusion  similar  to  that  reached  by  Mark  Borckardt  and  Q.  David  Bowers  in 
their  study  of  1 846  dated  coins  in  Issue  #76  of  the  journal.  I  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  from  other  collectors  who  might  have  an  opinion  on  the  different  date  styles 
of  1846  coins. 


f  \ 

Better  Date  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  and 
Other  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 

HALF  DIMES 

1872-S      ICG  MS-65,  S  mintmark  within  wreath   $950 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840        NGC  AU-58,  nice  golden  toning    $1450 

1846-0     ANACS  MS-60,  rare,  nice  toning   4300 

1847        ANACS  AU-58,  nice  original  toning   625 

1850         PCGS  AU-55,  superb  prooflike  toning   2750 

1850-O      PCGS  AU-50,  nice  original  toning   3100 

1859         NGC  AU-55,  nice  golden  toning    1550 

1859-0     SEGS  MS-63,  beautiful  toning   1700 

1863         SEGS  MS-62,  nice  original  toning   2700 

1865        NGC  AU-58,  light  golden  toning   1750 

1869         PCGS  AU-55,  light  original  toning   1050 

1870-CC    AU-53,  deep  toning   2550 

5  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Call  for  the 


availability  of  other  dates  or  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  coins. 
Virginia  residents  please  add  4.5%  sales  tax.  All  orders  sent  postage 
paid.  All  coins  in  bank  vault.  Trades  will  be  considered. 

Greg  Shishmanian  •  LSCC  #1494 

118  Halifax  Place  •  Leesburg,  Virginia  20175-4014 
Telephone  (703)  883-7441    SAM  to  3PM 

I   ^ 
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New  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Book  Planned 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

After  fifteen  years  of  research  it  is  my  pleasure  to  announce  the  active  construction 
of  a  new  detailed  die  variety  reference  book  on  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series.  This 
effort  will  be  entitled  "Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  Die  Varieties  of  1 837  - 1 891 "  and  it  will  build 
on  the  information  provided  by  Kam  Ahwash  and  Brian  Greer  in  their  reference  books 
on  the  series.  Given  the  amount  of  information  needed  to  describe  each  of  the  dies  in 
the  series  and  my  desire  to  maximize  the  number  of  color  photographs  showing 
diagnostic  features,  the  book  will  be  published  on  CDROM  and  will  require  a  Personal 
Computer  and  web  browser  for  viewing. 

My  work  started  as  an  attempt  to  collect  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  by  date  and 
mintmark  but  it  soon  turned  into  a  passion  for  identifying  new  die  varieties.  As  new 
die  varieties  were  discovered,  a  systematic  method  for  recording  this  information  was 
developed  using  computer  based  software.  A  die  variety  database  emerged  through 
the  use  of  the  Microsoft  Excel  software.  With  a  database  in  hand,  the  pursuit  of  Seated 
dime  varieties  turned  into  a  challenge  to  identify  each  die  and  then  build  a  reference 
set  of  known  obverse  and  reverse  dies  for  each  date.  A  list  of  die  marriages  was  then 
made  for  each  date  in  the  series. 

The  best  qualities  of  the  Ahwash  and  Greer  books  have  been  combined  with  a 
detailed  documentation  of  the  diagnostics  for  each  obverse  and  reverse  die  in  the 
series.  I  have  utilized  a  number  of  the  Ahwash  die  attribute  measurement  techniques 
and  have  used  modern  digital  imaging  software  to  illustrate  these  features.  I  have 
used  rarity  ratings  and  pricing  histories  similar  to  those  presented  in  the  Greer  book. 
Finally,  I  have  used  the  Overton  methodology  from  his  book  on  early  Bust  half  dollars 
to  label  and  catalogue  the  individual  dies  and  their  marriages.  I  felt  that  his  method 
offered  the  best  approach  for  identifying  die  marriages  in  the  series. 

This  book  is  currently  under  construction  in  html  coding  language,  and  features 
an  introduction  of  obverse  and  reverse  die  diagnostic  techniques  followed  by  a 
summary  page  for  each  date  and  mintmark.  A  detailed  page  for  each  die  variety  can 
be  accessed  through  a  link  from  the  summary  page.  The  book  places  a  greater 
emphasis  on  visual  descriptions  of  die  variety  diagnostics  through  the  use  of  digital 
scans  and  custom  editing.  Pictures  will  replace  the  traditional  text  based  descriptions 
given  in  many  books.  An  index  of  die  marriages  with  repunched  dates  and  misplaced 
dates  is  also  planned  for  the  book.  A  listing  of  varieties  struck  from  rotated  reverses 
will  also  be  included. 

I  would  hope  to  release  the  CDROM  for  this  new  reference  book  on  the  Seated 
dime  series  by  2003.  An  initial  offering  of  the  book  will  be  made  to  LSCC  members 
before  it  is  marketed  to  other  collectors  and  dealers. 

References 

1 .  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  1 837  -  1 891  by  Kamal  M. 
Ahwash,  Kamah  Press,  1977 

2.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  by  Brian  Greer,  DLRC  Press,  1992 

3.  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1 794  -  1 836  by  Al  C.  Overton,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado,  1970 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  XF   $225 

1839  XF   80 

1839-  0  XF   75 

1840  With  Drapery,  XF   185 

1844-  0  VF/XF   650 

1845  AU   120 

1847  V-1,XF   75 

1851-0  AU   195 

1854-  0  XF   65 

1855-  0  XF   65 

1859-  0  XF   45 

1860-  O  MS-60,  toned   350 

1868-S  XF   60 

DIMES 

1842-  0  XF   $225 

1843-  0  XF   250 

1844  VG   550 

1845  GR-103,  VF   50 

1845-  0  VF   195 

1846  VF   325 

1847  GR-103,  AU   350 

1848  XF/AU   135 

1849-0  XF   300 

1853  No  Arrows,  FA/F    150 

1869  XF   105 

1886-S  AU/BU   350 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  AU/BU   $495 

1875-CC  AU/BU   575 

1876  MS-60,  dipped   695 

1876  XF   375 

QUARTERS 

1838  Briggs  1-A,  XF   $325 

1840-  O  WD,  Small  o,XF   275 

1840-O  ND,  Breen  #3989,  XF/AU   495 

1841  XF    275 

1843-0  Small  o,VF   100 

1846  XF   115 

1847-0  VF/XF   199 

1848  48/48,  XF   250 

1855-0  VF   250 

1862-S  VF   275 

1863  VF   110 

1865  VG   95 

1865-S  VF   395 

1868-S  VF   295 

1874-S  XF   250 


QUARTERS 

1878-CCXF   $95 

1879  XF   350 

1882      MS-60   575 

1891-0  VG/F   245 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841-0  WB-102,  XF/AU   $225 

1842  Medium  Date,  VF/XF   90 

1843  XF   85 

1848-0  WB-103,  AU   295 

1857-  0  Slider  BU   695 

1858-  0  AU   195 

1858-  S  WB-101,  XF   225 

1859-  S  WB-102,  XF/AU   275 

1860-  O  WB-1 04,  slider  BU   395 

1860-S  WB-101,  slider  BU   750 

1861      MS-60    450 

1862-  S  WB-103,  XF   125 

1863-  S   MS-60   525 

1864-  S  WB-103,  AU   295 

1865      VF   90 

1865-  S  WB-102,  XF   95 

1867  WB-101,  XF   175 

1868  Breen  #4941,  XF   250 

1871 -  CO  VF   675 

1872-  CCVF   375 

1873-  CCWA,  VG/F   325 

1875-CC  WB-102,  XF   225 

1880  MS-60    750 

1888      VF   350 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842  AU   

1846-0  XF  

1849  About  Fine  . 
1864  Fine,  whitish 
1866  VF  


  $575 

  495 

  190 

  375 

  375 

1870-CCXF,  cleaned    1595 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-S  AU  

1873-  CCXF  

1874-  S  Medium  S,  MS-60 
1874-S  AU  

1874-  CCXF  

1875  XF/AU  

1875-  S  MS-60  

1875-CC  AU  

1877-  S  AU/BU  

1878-  CCVF  


$375 
700 
675 
275 
250 
825 
495 
425 
345 
895 


Coins  removed  from  holders  considered  sold.  Ten  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $5  for  postage  and 
insurance  on  orders  under  $400,  add  $10  on  orders  over  $400.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

Ira  Meltzer  •  LSCC  #1656 

P.O.  Box  1053  •  Seaford,  New  York  11783  •  Telephone  (516)  794-2845 
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A  Fortunate  Purchase  of  an  1859-S 


Seated  Dollar 

by 

Dennis  Burman 

My  interest  in  Seated  coins  began  in  1982  while  I  was  working  on  a  nice  type  set 
of  United  States  coins.  I  was  trying  to  determine  which  coins  I  should  purchase  for 
my  type  set  when  I  began  to  notice  the  low  mintages  for  many  of  the  coins  in  the 
Seated  dollar  series.  Their  general  rarity  attracted  my  interest  and  I  started  to  look  for 
these  coins  at  each  show  I  attended.  I  noticed  large  numbers  of  Morgan  dollars  at 
most  tables  but  I  kept  asking  the  dealers  if  they  had  any  Seated  dollars  for  sale.  Most 
of  the  dealers  indicated  that  they  had  not  seen  any  Seated  dollars  for  a  long  time  but 
I  was  able  to  locate  a  few  coins  from  the  series.  I  studied  these  coins  for  a  period  of 
time  and  finally  decided  that  I  would  collect  them  in  grades  from  XF  to  AU. 

With  a  new  focus  to  my  collecting  interest  I  set  out  for  the  Long  Beach  show  where 
300  dealers  had  their  coins  on  display.  I  could  find  only  20  coins  in  the  series  at  the 
show.  Most  were  common  date  coins  but  there  were  a  few  low  grade  examples  of 
some  of  the  better  dates.  I  decided  that  I  would  stick  with  my  chosen  grades  of  XF  to 
AU  so  that  I  could  build  a  matching  set  of  coins  in  this  series. 

I  went  through  the  show  not  finding  anything  that  would  fit  into  my  set  when  I  asked 
still  another  dealer  if  he  had  any  Seated  dollars  for  sale.  He  thought  for  a  moment  and 
then  said  that  he  had  only  one  Seated  dollar  and  that  it  was  a  piece  that  he  brought 
to  the  show  on  consignment.  He  then  showed  me  a  nicely  toned  1 859-S  dollar  in  an 
AU  grade  that  really  caught  my  attention.  I  asked  why  the  owner  wanted  to  sell  such 
a  beautiful  coin.  He  told  me  that  the  coin  belonged  to  an  old  man  who  had  collected 
for  a  long  time  and  that  he  was  now  interested  in  selling  his  coins.  The  dealer  said  that 
he  had  forgotten  that  he  brought  the  coin  with  him  until  I  mentioned  that  I  was 
interested  in  Seated  dollars.  I  built  up  my  courage  and  asked  the  dealer  how  much 
he  wanted  for  the  coin.  He  told  me  that  the  old  man  wanted  $11 00  for  the  piece. 

I  was  just  starting  my  collection  of  Seated  dollars  at  the  time  and  the  most 
expensive  dollar  that  I  owned  had  cost  me  $500.  The  asking  price  was  a  large  amount 
of  money  for  me  to  spend  on  a  single  coin,  but  I  thought  that  I  might  regret  it  for  the 
rest  of  my  life  if  I  did  not  purchase  this  piece.  I  finally  decided  that  I  had  to  buy  the  coin 
and  told  the  dealer  that  I  would  get  my  checkbook  to  complete  the  sale.  The  dealer 
put  the  coin  back  into  his  case  and  awaited  my  return. 

I  returned  with  my  checkbook  only  to  find  two  other  collectors  at  the  table  who  had 
expressed  an  interest  in  the  1 859-S  dollar.  The  dealer  said  that  he  would  have  placed 
the  coin  in  his  case  when  he  arrived  had  he  known  that  it  would  generate  so  much 
interest.  After  completing  the  sale,  the  other  two  collectors  asked  me  if  they  could  see 
my  new  purchase.  They  both  agreed  that  I  was  fortunate  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  such  a  beautiful  coin  for  my  collection. 

I  learned  a  lot  that  day.  I  discovered  that  there  were  other  Seated  dollar  collectors 
out  there  and  that  I  had  better  not  hesitate  when  a  nice  quality  coin  was  available.  The 
coin  that  I  purchased  that  day  would  not  be  the  last  Seated  dollar  that  I  would  add  to 
my  collection  but  it  would  always  hold  a  special  place  as  my  favorite  coin  in  the  series. 
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An  1843  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime 

by 

Mark  Sheldon 


After  receiving  an  1 843  half  dime  at  an  auction  several  years  ago,  I  was  pleasantly 
surprised  to  discover  that  it  had  a  doubled  die  obverse.  I  checked  my  numismatic 
library  but  I  could  not  find  a  reference  to  this  coin.  A  review  of  my  Valentine  book 
indicated  that  it  could  be  an  example  of  the  V-2  variety.  I  sent  the  coin  off  to  half  dime 
experts  Al  BIythe  and  Bill  Harmon  and  they  both  agreed  that  it  was  indeed  an  example 
of  this  variety. 

The  doubling  on  this  obverse  can  best  be  seen  below  the  foot,  along  the  sandal 
on  the  right  side  of  the  coin.  The  doubling  can  also  be  seen  along  the  left  side  of  the 
shield  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  on  the  lower  outline  of  the  skirt,  along  the  bottom  edge 
of  the  base  of  the  rock,  and  along  the  lower  portion  of  the  vertical  shield  lines.  This 
doubling  is  not  very  strong,  even  on  my  MS-63  coin.  I  believe  that  this  doubled  die 
could  easily  be  overlooked  on  a  circulated  coin.  But  the  1 843  half  dime  is  a  common 
date  in  the  series  so  additional  high  grade  examples  of  this  variety  are  likely  to  be 
identified.  The  relative  rarity  of  this  variety  can  only  be  determined  by  further  study  of 
coins  of  this  date. 

It  is  always  a  good  idea  to  keep  an  open  mind  when  examining  a  new  purchase. 
You  just  never  know  when  you  will  be  able  to  identify  a  feature  that  is  not  part  of  the 
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original  design.  Exannination  of  a  common  date  coin  will  occasionally  yield  a  surprise 
that  instantly  makes  it  a  prized  addition  to  any  collection  of  Seated  coins. 


Doubling  Below  Sandal  on  1843  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime 


A  Doubled  Die  1864  Half  Dollar 

I  would  like  to  report  an  interesting  1 864  half  dollar  that  recently  crossed  my  desk 
in  the  ANACS  grading  room.  This  frosty  coin  was  graded  MS-62  and  displayed 
significant  doubling  on  the  2"''  through  1 0""  stars  on  the  obverse.  The  shift  was  toward 
the  northeast  on  the  struck  coin.  Furthermore,  Miss  Liberty's  eye,  her  eyelid,  her  lips 
and  her  hair  are  sharply  doubled.  The  outline  of  the  cap  at  the  end  of  the  pole  also 
shows  sharp  doubling. 

The  Wiley-Bugert  reference  book  on  Seated  half  dollar  varieties  does  not  mention 
anything  on  this  interesting  doubled  die.  I  would  encourage  LSCC  members  to  check 
their  1864  half  dollars  very  carefully  for  evidence  of  a  doubled  die  obverse.  Other 
examples  of  this  variety  will  likely  be  identified  with  the  examination  of  additional 
examples  of  this  date. 

Randy  Campbell 
LSCC  #1070 
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Additional  Reports  of  1839-0  Half  Dimes 
with  Reverse  Cuds 

I  would  like  to  make  some  additions  to  your  description  of  the  1 839-0  half  dime  with 
a  reverse  cud  that  appeared  in  Issue  #80  of  the  journal.  Your  coin  was  actually  the  third 
report  of  an  1 839-0  half  dime  with  a  cud  at  the  rim  from  the  D  in  UNITED  to  the  first  S 
in  STATES.  Kam  Ahwash  described  the  first  piece  of  this  date  with  a  rim  cud  in  his 
supplement  to  the  Valentine  reprint  in  1 975.  His  coin  seems  to  have  the  same  reverse 
as  the  coin  you  describe  but  the  obverses  appear  to  be  different.  Ahwash  describes  an 
obverse  with  the  shield  point  over  the  center  of  the  8  in  the  date.  The  coin  that  you 
describe  has  the  shield  point  over  the  left  edge  of  the  8. 

The  second  piece  reported  was  a  F/VF  coin  with  a  rim  cud  that  starts  at  the  middle 
of  the  D  and  ends  between  the  ST  in  STATES.  This  reverse  has  a  different  set  of  die 
cracks  than  those  reported  by  Ahwash  in  the  Valentine  reprint.  It  is  possible  that  these 
coins  represent  different  die  states  of  the  same  reverse  but  this  cannot  be  verified 
without  studying  the  Ahwash  coin.  The  obverse  of  the  second  piece  has  the  shield  point 
over  the  left  third  of  the  8  in  the  date.  This  feature  does  not  match  the  Ahwash  description 
of  the  coin  in  the  Valentine  reprint. 

My  research  on  die  varieties  of  the  1 839-0  half  dime  has  led  to  some  questions  about 
this  reverse  with  the  rim  cud.  A  study  of  visible  die  cracks  and  the  placement  of  the  New 
Orleans  mintmark  will  be  needed  to  determine  if  more  than  one  reverse  exists  with  a  rim 
cud.  Two  obverses  have  been  verified  for  1839-0  half  dimes  with  reverse  cuds.  There 
may  even  be  a  third  obverse  for  these  coins  if  the  Ahwash  description  is  accurate. 

I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  any  collector  who  has  an  1 839-0  half  dime  with 
a  reverse  rim  cud.  The  study  of  additional  pieces  with  these  cuds  will  help  resolve  some 
unanswered  questions  about  these  coins. 

Kevin  Zeitler 
LSCC  #1511 


LARGE  PRICE  LIST 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
ALL  DENOMINATIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC  #716 

P.O.  BOX  3563 
URBANDALE,  IOWA  50322 
Telephone  (515)  331-3534 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  28'*^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  110'^ 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  Cobb  Galleria  Convention  Center  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  from  August 
8'^  to  August  12'^  2001.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on 
Thursday  August  9'^  in  Room  1 14  at  the  Cobb  Galleria  Convention  Center.  The  two 
plaques  won  by  club  members  during  the  past  year  will  be  presented  at  the  meeting. 
We  hope  that  you  will  take  the  opportunity  to  attend  this  club  meeting  on  Seated 
coinage. 

Other  general  club  business  will  also  be  conducted  at  the  meeting.  There  will  be 
an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  Officers,  an  announcement 
of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  journal  during  the  past  year  and  an 
opportunity  for  members  to  exchange  information  on  Seated  coins.  There  will  be  a 
financial  report  for  the  current  year  by  the  club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of 
dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report  on  the  sale  of  the  collective  volumes  of  the 
journal.  Gerry  Fortln  has  also  indicated  that  he  will  provide  some  additional  informa- 
tion on  the  new  die  variety  book  that  he  is  writing  on  the  Seated  dime  series. 

The  Editor 


HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

BUYING 

I  am  interested  in  purchasing  rare  date  and  nice 
circulated  lialf  dimes  for  my  inventory.  Please  let  me 
know  what  you  have  available. 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 

Send  for  my  free  price  list  of  conservatively  graded  and  accurately 
described  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  I  have  many  nice  coins 

currently  available. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G 
Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (650)  367-1064 
FAX  (650)  367-1239 
E-mail:  cwwoodruff@phc.net 
Web  site:  www.cwwoodruff.com 
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QUARTERS 

1840-O  WD  Large  0,  ANACS  VG-8  ... .  $795 

1840-O  WD  Large  0,  SEGS  XF-40  ... .  1675 

1841  VG+,  nice  original   79 

1841  POGS  VF-30,  super  nice   175 

1843-0  Large  0,  Fine-,  old  scratch ... .  195 

1845  NGC  MS-63,  5  over  5  variety  . .  795 

1 846  ANACS  AU-50,  nice  toning  ....      1 35 

1849-0  Good,  old  cleaning   525 

1853  NA,  VG+,dark   725 

1853-  0  WA,  VG+,  filled  0  variety   75 

1854-  0  VF+,  Briggs  3-B,  scarce   100 

1860-S  VG/AG+,  nice  original   195 

1864-S  Fine,  cleaned,  dark  spots   475 

1864-S  Fine,  obverse  scratch   550 

1864-S  ICG,  Fine-12,  nice   650 

1864-S  ANACS  VF-35    950 

1866-S  VG,  scarce  grade   350 

1866-S  Fine,  old  cleaning   425 

1871  ANACS  VF-20    90 

1871-S  VG/AG+,  rare  date   395 

1871-S  Fine-,  old  cleaning   550 

1871-S  Fine,  cleaned   595 

1871-  S  EF,  sharp,  nice   1250 

1872-  S  VF,  scratches,  engraving    1200 

1872-S  VF,  original,  reverse  scratch . . .  2300 

1873  NA,  Closed  3,  VG/G-,  rinfi  nick  .  165 

1874-  S  Fine,  nice    55 

1 875-  S  PCGS  MS-63,  blazing  white  ...  1 1 50 

1879  VG/G-,  slightly  dark   135 

1879  PCGS  MS-64,  brilliant  PQ   975 

1881  PCGS  Proof-63,  gorgeous  ....  475 

1882  SEGS  Proof-63,  brilliant   450 

1882  NGC  MS-64,  white  gem    1250 

1884  Good/Fair,  original    195 

1884  NGC  Proof-62,  toned    395 

1884  ICG  MS-64,  brilliant   1050 


QUARTERS 

1885  PCGS  MS-63,  brilliant   $750 

1886  ICG  MS-65,  white  gem   2300 

1889     NGC  MS-64,  brilliant   950 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  Small  Date,  VG,  WB-1 02,  dark  .  $60 

1842  Medium  Date,  VF+,  nice   70 

1843  EF,  WB-1 04,  die  cracks   75 

1844  VF,  WB-1 02,  sharp  VF   60 

1844-0  VF,  darkly  toned    55 

1844-0  EF,  WB-1 05,  dark    85 

1844-0  Doubled  Date,  VG,  cleaned  ...  495 

1844-0  Doubled  Date,  VG,  rare   625 

1844-  0  Doubled  Date,  ICG  VG-8    625 

1845-  0  VG,  WB-1 06,  Triple  Date   95 

1846     VF+,  WB-105   65 

1849  Doubled  Date,  SEGS  Good-6  .  1600 

1856-S  No  Drapery,  Good+,  original . .  90 

1 856-  S  No  Drapery,  VG,  original   110 

1857-  S  Large  S,  Good-i-    90 

1858-  S  Large  S,  VF,  nice   75 

1864-S  VG+,  WB-1 02    95 

1866  VF,  WB-1 03    70 

1867  VF+,  old  cleaning   95 

1 875-S  EF,  WB-1 04   95 

1880  VG-.  old  cleaning   185 

1881  Good +,  dark  obverse   215 

1883     Good,  old  cleaning   185 

1885  VF+    395 

1886  Good+   370 

1887  PCGS  VG-8,  old  cleaning   430 

1887  NGC  Fine-1 5,  brightly  cleaned.  450 

1887      NGC  VF-30   530 

1887  NGC  XF-40,  lightly  cleaned  ...  625 

1889     VG++,  nice  toning   225 

1889     ANACS  EF-40    325 

1891     VG-,  a  decent  coin   45 


Pictures  of  most  coins  in  this  ad  available  on  website. 
Orders  over  $200  sent  postpaid. 
Please  add  $5  for  postage  on  orders  under  $200.  Ten  day  return  privilege. 

Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #239 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone:  (817)  424-0913 
E-mail:  bobfoster007(a)home.com 
Website:  www.bobfosterrarecoins.com 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  really  enjoyed  reading  the  great  article  on  Liberty  Seated  quarters  in  FINE 
condition  by  Carson  Torpey  in  Issue  #80  of  the  journal.  I  collect  coins  in  this  series 
mostly  in  VF  and  lower  grades  and  I  found  that  his  pictures  and  descriptions  provide 
a  great  deal  of  valuable  information  on  grading  circulated  pieces  in  this  series.  I 
believe  that  the  information  presented  in  this  article  will  help  many  new  collectors 
accurately  grade  these  beautiful  coins. 

Robert  Risi 
LSCC  #1789 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  article  by  James  Sneddon  on  the  rarity  of  the  1876 
Type  11/11  Trade  Dollar  in  Issue  #80  of  the  journal.  I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  his 
assessment  that  the  business  strike  1876  Type  11/11  Trade  Dollar  is  quite  rare.  I 
continuously  check  all  1876  Trade  Dollars  for  this  variety  and  I  have  found  that  it  is 
one  of  the  rarest  business  strike  Trade  Dollars  in  the  series.  However,  the  1876  Type 
11/11  Trade  Dollar  is  not  nearly  as  rare  in  proof  condition.  In  fact,  the  1876  Type  11/11 
Trade  Dollar  in  proof  condition  is  not  even  the  rarest  proof  variety  of  this  date.  I  have 
found  that  the  proof  1876  Type  I/I  Trade  Dollar  is  the  true  rarity  among  proof  Trade 
Dollars  of  this  date  and  that  it  is  almost  three  times  rarer  than  the  proof  1 876  Type  11/ 
II  Trade  Dollar. 

Joe  Kirchgessner 
LSCC  #1560 

❖ 

I  recently  purchased  an  1876  half  dollar  that  was  graded  ANACS  AU-50.  When  I 
got  home  I  examined  my  new  purchase  with  a  magnifying  glass  and  discovered  that 
virtually  the  whole  reverse  was  doubled.  The  coin  was  struck  from  a  doubled  die 
reverse  with  doubling  on  all  of  the  lettering,  on  the  vertical  lines  in  the  shield,  and  on 
the  eagle's  beak  and  eye.  The  doubling  was  especially  bold  on  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST.  The  coin  also  has  an  extra  digit  in  the  denticles  and  has  been  graded  by 
ANACS  as  a  misplaced  date  variety  with  a  doubled  die  reverse.  The  article  on  die 
varieties  of  1876  half  dollars  by  Russell  Prinzinger  in  Issue  #78  of  the  journal  provides 
a  reference  to  this  coin.  My  coin  has  the  same  reverse  as  the  coin  described  as  1 876 
RP-1 1  in  this  article.  The  bold  doubling  on  the  reverse  makes  this  an  interesting  coin 
to  study  in  a  nice  AU  grade. 

Justin  Martindale 
LSCC  #1825 

I  am  in  complete  agreement  with  your  observations  on  the  1841  No  Drapery  dime 
described  in  Issue  #80  of  the  journal.  The  pictured  specimen  was  clearly  not  struck 
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from  an  excessively  polished  die  as  there  is  no  diminishing  of  the  relief  in  the  area 
where  the  drapery  appears  on  With  Drapery  dimes.  The  stars  are  also  not  reduced 
in  size  as  would  be  expected  for  a  coin  struck  from  a  severely  polished  die.  The  coin 
you  illustrated  was  clearly  struck  from  a  fresh  obverse  die  and  I  believe  that  it  displays 
all  of  the  features  intended  for  that  die. 

The  1841  No  Drapery  proof  dime  was  struck  from  a  compromise  design  between 
the  No  Drapery  and  With  Drapery  subtypes.  It  is  still  unclear  what  the  engraver  had 
in  mind  when  he  prepared  this  die  and  when  these  coins  are  actually  struck.  This  issue 
is  so  rare  that  I  have  never  seen  one  and  NGC  has  never  certified  one.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see  how  an  example  of  this  variety  is  catalogued  when  it  next  appears 
at  auction. 

David  Lange 
LSCC  #488 

I  agree  with  your  analysis  of  the  1 841  No  Drapery  dime  that  was  published  in  Issue 
#80  of  the  journal.  I  have  studied  your  wonderful  picture  of  this  coin  with  a  scanner 
and  I  have  compared  its  image  to  that  on  an  1856  proof  dime.  It  is  clear  from  this 
comparison  that  the  details  in  Miss  Liberty's  face  are  different  for  the  two  designs.  The 
lines  forming  her  lips,  the  construction  of  her  eye  and  eyelash,  the  shape  of  her 
forehead  and  the  details  of  her  eyebrow  are  different  in  the  two  designs.  It  would  be 
my  opinion  that  the  1 841  No  Drapery  dime  was  a  trial  piece  that  was  used  to  test  the 
initial  Hughes  obverse  design.  I  believe  that  a  new  master  die  was  prepared  after  an 
evaluation  of  this  No  Drapery  design  that  included  modifications  in  the  face  detail 
while  drapery  was  being  added  to  the  die. 

I  cannot  support  the  Ahwash  theory  that  the  1 841  No  Drapery  dime  was  struck  from 
a  severely  polished  obverse  die.  Kam  Ahwash  did  a  wonderful  job  of  pioneering  the 
study  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  his  encyclopedia  but  I  believe  that  his  conclusions 
were  not  completely  accurate  on  the  origin  of  this  piece. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 

I  would  like  to  recommend  that  club  members  read  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin's  new 
book.  Crime  of  1873,  the  Comstock  Connection.  This  book  describes  Virginia  City 
mining  operations  during  the  19'"  century  and  it  contains  a  lot  of  other  historical 
information  from  this  period.  Many  comments  are  made  in  the  book  about  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  and  it  contains  many  pictures  of  coins  struck  at  the  Carson  City  mint. 
There  are  also  pictures  of  buildings  and  of  the  people  who  were  active  in  producing 
these  beautiful  coins  from  this  western  mint.  The  book  has  just  recently  been  released 
by  Krause  Publications. 

In  his  book  the  author  claims  that  three  first  strike  1870-CC  Seated  dollars  were 
given  out  as  presentation  pieces.  The  first  coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint  were  given 
to  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Nevada  Governor  Lewis  Bradley  and  Carson  City  Mint 
Superintendent  Abraham  Curry. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 
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99  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  . 


LiBfRTy  Serkd  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Mark  Sheldon    •    P.O.  Box  261 
Wellington,  Ohio  44090 


❖  ♦J*  ❖ 


■ 


ADDRESS 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


